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 ELK HORN -- It didn’t 
take long after their first date 
for Laura Smith and Tate 
Stetzel to realize they want-
ed to spend the rest of  their 
lives together. In fact Laura 
says she had lunch with her 
mom later that same week of  
she and Tate’s first date and 
she told her mom “I’m going 
to marry this guy someday.” 
 Tate echoes Laura’s 
thoughts in that he also 
knew pretty quickly she was 
the one for him. 
 “I would say within the 
first couple of  weeks of  get-
ting to know Laura, I knew 
she was special and some-
one I wanted to spend all of  
my time with. She reminded 
me a lot of  my mom – funny, 
smart, cute, outgoing, the 
list goes on,” said Tate.
 Laura of  Elk Horn and 
Tate of  Guthrie Center met 
through a mutual friend 
when they all were attend-
ing Guthrie’s River Ruckus 
in 2015. Laura had attended 
the two day country music 
festival with one of  her best 
friends, Kassie Reil of  Guth-
rie Center. Kassie had known 
Tate from high school and 
introduced Laura to Tate.
 A week after they first 
met Laura and Tate had their 
first date at Victoria Station 
in Harlan. The couple dated 
for about a year and a half  
before Tate asked her to be 
his wife. Tate said the pro-
posal date, December 13, had 
no real significance but the 
place he chose for the pro-
posal was very significant to 
him.
Proposal place important
 On a December evening, 
Laura and Tate had dis-
cussed going to Des Moines 
the next day to finish up 
Christmas shopping. Tate 
had mentioned wanting to 
first go out to his mother, 
Tawny’s gravesite to place 
a Christmas wreath on her 
headstone.
 Tate explained, “My 
mom passed away in October 
of  2011 from cancer. Laura 
was never able to meet my 
mom, but has expressed 
many times how she wish 
she could have. I thought it 
would be a good place to in-
volve my mom and I knew 
Laura would not be expect-
ing it. We had planned to 
take a Christmas wreath to 
decorate my mom’s head-
stone, as with every season, 
many people decorate in her 
honor.”
 “That gave me a le-
gitimate reason to be there 
without acting suspicious. 
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 Forms outlining the in-
formation needed to publish 
news of  your engagement or 
wedding are available at the 
Harlan Newspaper office or 
at www.harlanonline.com. 
 Wedding information 
must be received no later than 
six months after the wedding 
or the story will appear only 
in an abbreviated form. 

Wedding, 
engagement 
information

I knew she would not be ex-
pecting me to get down on 
one knee, so it really caught 
her by surprise. I had let my 
two brothers and dad know 
that’s what I was planning to 
do. I also sent a text to three 
of  my closest buddies to in-
form them beforehand,” said 
Tate.
 Laura said she had no 
idea that Tate had planned a 
proposal for that day.
 “It’s always bittersweet 
visiting Tawny. While we 
were there we were just 
kind of  talking about her 
and hugging when he pulled 
away from me and said ‘This 
isn’t the only reason we 
came out here, I wanted my 
mom to be a part of  this’ and 
he got down on one knee and 
proposed. I was shocked! I 
had no idea this was coming. 
I instantly started crying 
and said yes. I was so happy 
knowing I got to marry my 
best friend,” said Laura. 
Approximately 400 guests 

helped celebrate
 The couple knew they 
did not want a summer or 
winter wedding so they se-
lected September 30, 2017 

as their wedding date. They 
were married at the Elk 
Horn Lutheran Church, the 
same place where Laura’s 
parents had been married. 
The wedding reception and 
dance were held at the Lake 
Panorama National Confer-
ence Center in Panora. 
 Laura purchased her 
bridal gown in Boone while 
dress shopping with her 
mother, and her matron of  
honor and maid of  honor. 
 “My wedding dress was 
an off white/ivory and my 
bridesmaids wore black 
knee length dresses of  their 
choice. Tate and his grooms-
men wore tan tuxedos with 
black vests. Our flower col-
ors were a different variety 
of  reds to go with our fall 
wedding,” said Laura.
 Approximately 400 
guests witnessed their vows 
and attended the reception 
and dance. Laura said they 
really didn’t have a wedding 
theme but they tried to keep 
it within fall colors/flowers 
with a hint of  country. A tra-
ditional Kransekage (Danish 
wedding cake) was made by 



the bride’s mother for the re-
ception. 
 Matron of  honor was 
Abby Kooker while maid of  
honor was Kassie Reil. At-
tending as bridesmaids were 
Tiffany Steensen, Megan 
Railsback, Elle Weber and 
Jessica Steen. The bride’s 
personal attendant was 
Shannon Neff-Muell.
 Best man was the 
groom’s brother, Clay Stet-
zel. Serving as groomsmen 
were Spencer Railsback, the 
groom’s brother Cole Stetzel, 
Ian Steensen, Cooper De-
Boer and Austin McClellan. 
Ring and sign bearers were 
Casen McCool and Crayton 
McCool. Guests were ush-
ered by the bride’s brothers, 
Brian Smith and Eric Smith, 
as well as Matt Pearey. 

Sentimental touches 
incorporated into 

wedding day
 Some of  Laura’s and 
Tate’s wedding day accesso-
ries were given and worn in 
remembrance of  the groom’s 
mother.
 “I wore a bracelet that 
was of  Tawny’s handwrit-
ing saying “I love you, Mom” 
from Tate’s aunt, Karen Ben-
ton, it was beautiful! I also 
received charms for my bou-
quet from his cousin, Betha-
ny McCool. Tate’s Grandma 
Jo Laughery made a pocket 
square for his tux out of  
his mom’s wedding dress. 
Another gift Tate got from 
his cousin Bethany McCool 
were personalized cuff links. 
That is his mom’s handwrit-
ing,” said Laura.

 She also noted the re-
ception toast speeches were 
memorable.
 “I feel like our matron 
of  honor, maid of  honor, and 
best man’s speeches were all 
amazing. Clay, Tate’s broth-
er, gave an amazing speech 
that had the whole room cry-
ing I think. It really felt like 
Tawny was there celebrating 
with us,” said Laura.
 The newlyweds went 
on a honeymoon trip to 
Steamboat Springs, CO. As 
a wedding gift from a fam-
ily friend, they stayed at the 
friend’s condo for a week.
 They are at home in 
Guthrie Center where the 
bride is employed at the 
Guthrie County State Bank. 
Tate is employed at Helena 
Chemical Corp. 

Advice from the  
bride and groom

 Tate’s advice for future 
grooms is don’t sweat the 
little things during the plan-
ning  process.
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 “ S o m e 
simple ad-
vice would be 
to enjoy the 
whole plan-
ning process. 
You only get 
one chance 
to plan the 
perfect wed-
ding, so don’t 
sweat the 
little things. 
E ve r y t h i n g 
works out 
when it needs 
to. Everyone 
tells you to 
agree to all 
ideas that 
the bride-
to-be has, 
and mostly 
that is true. 
But, don’t 
be afraid to 
give your 
opinions ei-
ther. I picked 
the color 
schemes for 
the tuxedoes 
and Laura decided the more 
important things like flower 
arrangements and what fla-
vor of  cupcakes to have at 
the reception. It’s all about 
compromise,” said Tate.
 He also is very thankful 
for all the support he and 
Laura had in the planning 
and carrying out of  their 
special day. 
 “The wedding day goes 
so fast, so try to slow down 
and enjoy. Always be thank-
ful for what your family does 
to help. I think I can speak 
for Laura on this, but truth-
fully, our wedding day and 
everything before and af-
ter couldn’t have been done 
without the help of  my dad, 
Keith Stetzel, and Laura’s 
parents, Mark and Barb 
Smith. We just can’t tell 
them ‘Thank you’ enough,” 
concluded Tate. 
 Laura’s advice is to shop 
around for the best deals for 
such things as decorations 
and know that finalizing the 
guest list is a tough job.
 “Take the time to look 
around for exactly what you 
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want and to find the best deal. 
My personal attendant was 
great at helping me look for a 
better price and helping with 
some decorations. Also, the 
guest list is going to be the 
hardest part, but definitely 
need to draw a strict line on 
how many you can invite. It 
took me awhile, but people 
are going to understand that 
not everyone can be invited 
and that’s okay. Lastly, enjoy 
it all. My mom was amazing 
at planning and organizing 
so much of  it that I wasn’t 
too stressed. Tate was also 
great about bringing me 
back down when things were 
beyond my control, it’s good 

that night. I didn’t get a vid-
eographer, but if  I could do 
anything over I wish I would 
have because it would be 
great to just re-watch the en-
tire day over,” said Laura.

 Laura is the daughter 
of  Mark and Barb Smith, 
Elk Horn. Tate’s parents are 
Keith Stetzel, Guthrie Cen-
ter, and the late Tawny Stet-
zel.

to have that person,” said 
Laura.
 Her last bit of  advice she 
said may sound cliche but 
she stresses enjoying every 
moment of  the wedding day.
 “I feel like every bride 
and groom says this, but 
try to take in every moment 
of  your big day. It really is 
a whirlwind from 6:30 a.m. 
the morning of  to 11:00 p.m. 


