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Salute to Agriculture

Triplets and twin calves born 
within 24 days on Shelby Co. farm

Learn more on page 5

Fahns a marriage
of agricultural 
business
Learn more on page 4 

Jamie & Mary Fahn outside by their gestation sows with their barn quilt prominently featured on their barn.

Learn more on page 10

2003 CHATBURN, HARLAN
755-2154 • hy-vee.com

www.facebook.com/HarlanHV

While supplies 
last. Sorry, no rain 
checks. We reserve 
the right to limit 

quantities

OCTOBER 12TH - 16TH

Butterfl y or 
America's 
Cut Chops

8 oz.

Center-Cut 
Pork Roast 
Meal w/ 
veggies

$104 F
O
R

$249
lb.

Extra-Lean 
Boneless 

Pork Country 
Style Ribs

$169
lb.

In-House 
Smoked 
Hickory 

House Ribs

$1300
rack

BUY FOUR, GET FOUR FREE

Fresh Pork 
Sausage, 

Regular or 
Italian

$169
lb.
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www.FarmersNational.com
Real Estate Sales • Auctions • Farm and Ranch Management • Appraisal • Insurance  

Consultation • Oil and Gas Management • Forest Resource Management  
National Hunting Leases • Lake Management • FNC Ag Stock

Providing Proactive Farm Management: 
We can help you minimize expenses 

and maximize your returns!

Farmers National Company

Clint Freund, AFM
Senior Farm Manager 

Real Estate Sales
PO Box 166 • Atlantic, Iowa 50022

 (712) 243-4278 or (515) 835-1706
CFreund@FarmersNational.com

www.FarmersNational.com/ClintFreund

 (712) 243-4278 or (515) 835-1706

Contact Clint for all of your landowner needs:

   
   

  W
ork

ing Together to

king gethe

85
 Years

 Over

   C
ontinue Your Legac

y

Offering assistance with land auctions, buying and 
selling agricultural real estate and recreational properties.

Proudly Presented By

Shelby County 
Pork Promoters

Put it on the Plate.

October is National Pork Month and Iowa’s pig farmers 
want you to put it on the plate!

You can’t go wrong with pork. It’s lean, low in fat, packed 
with important nutrients and is a heart-healthy protein.

Iowa’s hog farmers take great pride in humanely and 
ethically raising quality pork and invite you to try some today!

Call today for more information!
#porktober

Harlan, Iowa
(712) 755-2166
800-234-5122

www.nvrec.com

 DES MOINES - John Clayton and Kyle Clayton Walnut (above) and Jerry and Nancy Croghan, Manilla, (below) were 
recognized this August for having received the Environmental Leader Award.
 The Iowa Farm Environmental Leader Award is a joint e� ort between the 
Governor, Lt. Governor, Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Steward-
ship, and Iowa Department of Natural Resources to recognize the e� orts 
of Iowa’s farmers as environmental leaders committed to healthy soils and 
improved water quality.
 This award recognizes the exemplary voluntary actions of farmers that 
improve or protect the environment and natural resources of our state. These 
infl uential environmental leaders also encourage other farmers to follow in 
their footsteps by showcasing the success that they have had. It recognizes 
those that have taken steps in their farming operations to serve as local 

leaders in environmental stewardship on their 
farms, utilizing a variety of techniques and 
best management practices. As environmental 
leaders, these farmers have adopted best man-
agement practices and incorporated environ-
mental stewardship throughout their farming 
operations.
 Picture above: John Clayton and Michelle 
Clayton and their son, Kyle  (hold Evelyn) and 
his wife, Jill (holding Allison) . Pictured below 
are Nancy and Jerry Groghan, Manilla.

Clayton and Croghan garner Iowa 
Environmental Leader honors
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Pig farmers adapt quickly to
 new antibiotic rules

Nine months after the full 
implementation of Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) 
Guidance 209 and 213, Amer-
ica’s pig farmers continue to 
demonstrate their awareness 
and commitment to doing 
what’s right on the farm.
 Since the rules went into 
e� ect on Jan. 1, the National 
Pork Board has received only two calls into its farmer call cen-
ter as of September 28 requesting clarifi cation or information 
on the rule change.
 “America’s 60,000 pig farmers are keenly aware of the 
change occurring on farms, and they were clearly ready, will-
ing and able to meet the requirements of these new rules,” said 
Terry O’Neel, board president and a Nebraska pig farmer. “To 
have just two calls into our call center tells me that the require-
ments are being met and our two-year, proactive education 
plan has paid o� .”
 FDA guidance 209 and 213 ends the use of medically impor-
tant antibiotics for growth promotion and increases veterinar-
ian oversight for on-farm antibiotic use through the Veterinary 
Feed Directive and prescriptions. 
 All human medically important antibiotics administered to 
pigs in feed and water must have direct veterinarian oversight. 
This strengthens an already strong veterinary-client-patient 
relationship between pig farmers and their veterinarians. Both 
also take proactive pig management and biosecurity steps to in-
crease the health of pigs and reduce the need for antibiotics.
 Close to home, O’Neel recently completed the USDA Na-
tional Animal Health Monitoring System (NAHMS) survey on 
his pig farm. The survey reviewed written antibiotic-use re-
cords from July - December 2016. During the survey with the 
Nebraska Department of Agriculture veterinarian, it was re-
vealed that O’Neel had reduced his antimicrobial use.
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Gilburt Ahrenholtz 
1101 Chatburn Ave., Harlan, IA • gilburt@hotmail.com

712-579-1816

Connie and Gilburt Ahrenholtz

For all your siding, gutter, roofing 
and general contracting needs.

free estimates!

New & used steel for sale. Various lengths & colors.

ToTal 
ConTraCTing

Garden & Storage Sheds

Limited Time Offer - 

10% 
OFF 

Select Buildings

Tough Reliable Generators!
WINCO generators are designed to handle tasks in the most demanding situations. 
Whether it's delivering power during an outage or providing power to keep a work crew 
running, WINCO provides tough, reliable generators to meet any challenge.

Farm Power, Inc.
Rick, Jane & Kyle Scott, Underwood, IA 51576

712-566-2606 or 712-566-2901

PSS12H4W
Packaged Standby 

Generator

Standby Power UnitS
PACKAGE • PTO • PORTABLE

Tri Fuel Portable 
PSS6H And 
Accessories

1 STOP • 3 BRANDS

“Your Automotive 
Super Store”

2101 23rd St. (Hwy 59) • Harlan, IA • 712-755-2116
1-800-234-4927 • www.keastmotors.com

Open 7:30 am Everyday!
Mon. & Thurs. Eve ‘til 8 pm. Saturdays ‘til 4 pm!

KEASTKEAST AUTO
CENTER

DEFIANCE - On uly 27, Iowa State University Exten-
sion and Outreach – Shelby County hosted a Pasture 
Clinic at the Dave Schwarte farm near Defi ance.  The 
program included an evening meal provided by United 
Bank of  Iowa and prepared by the Shelby County Cattle-
men’s Association and Shelby County Extension.  
 Following dinner at the extension o�  ce in Harlan, par-
ticipants traveled to Dave Schwarte’s family farm.  The 
educational program was led by ISU Extension and Out-
reach fi eld specialists and included a variety of  pasture 
management topics including pasture watering systems, 
weed control, grass seeding, and cattle management and 
care.  
 ISU Extension specialists in attendance included 
Shawn Shouse, Ag Engineer, Aaron Saeugling, Agrono-
mist, Mike Witt, Agronomist, and Chris Clark, Beef  Spe-
cialist.  Additionally, Dave Schwarte provided a tour and 
detailed description of  the cattle operation and grazing 
system.   
 A highlight of  the evening was a pasture tour on 
hayrack that allowed participants to see the rotational 
grazing system, warm season grasses, and some Angus 
cow-calf  pairs.

Southwest Iowa Pasture Clinic deemed a success

Shelby County 
Farm Statistics:
(USDA Census of  Agricul-
ture 2012)
General
 • Number of  farms: 869 farms.
 • Total farm land: 372,350 acres.
 • Average size of  an 
 Shelby County farm: 428 acres.

Crops
 In 2012:
 • Market value of  crops grown:  
 $247.40 million.
 • 17.80% of  all jobs came 
  from crop production.

  In 2013:
 • 183,500 acres of  corn were 
harvested with an average yield 
of  184.2 bushels per acre.
 • 132,300 acres of  soybeans 
were harvested with an average 
yield of  50.2 bushels per acre.



GENERATION AG LENDING
“THE FUTURE OF FARMING BEGINS WITH FAMILY”

Midstates Bank serves farmers and ranchers throughout the Midwest 
by providing high quality credit services that help fulfi ll the production 
and growth needs of individual agricultural producers. The Ag Team 
members are professionals who assist customers by seeking to pro-
vide the best overall fi nancing package that meets their needs. The 
team strives to develop strong long-term relationships for generations 
to come by providing:
 
 • Personal commitment to customers.
 
 • A full spectrum of credit services, including crop operating, 
  livestock production, equipment and real estate loans.
 
 • Availability of funds at competitive rates and terms.
 
 • The production, marketing, fi nancial and credit knowledge needed
  to be effective in the current agricultural environment.
 
 • Onsite visits - we come to you.
 

Call us today and speak with one of our Ag Lenders.

Brian Grote David KlasnaTerry Arentson Chris Larsen

Trent Svendsen

BRANCH LOCATIONS
812 Durant, Harlan

712-755-2126
Avoca Council Bluffs
Missouri Valley Mondamin Tom Mohr
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SOLD 12,075 ACRES of 
FARMLAnD in the last 
5 years on a sharply higher market!
Prices ranged from $1,900 - $12,500 acre

Once Again The  “Auction Method” Works!!
	 AUCTION METHOD -	Iowa	State	extension	farm	mgmt.	specialist,	Michael	Duffy,	
had	this	to	say	about	the	auction	method	and	why	land	values	spiked	over	32%	in	
2011.	“One	of	the	differences	is	in	the	use	of	auctions;	respondents	noted	what	ap-
pears	to	be	a	rapid	increase	in	the	use	of	this	method	of	sale.”
	 Analysis	 of	 sales	 data	 shows	 an	 increase	 in	 price	 by	 using	 an	 auction.	 As	 one	
respondent	said,	“economics	may	get	the	person	to	the	auction	but	emotion	often	
leads	to	the	purchase.”
FARM MANAGEMENT - Negotiation	of	cash	rent	leases	&	conservation	practices.	
BOOKING LAND AUCTIONS - 	The	demand	for	land	continue.	Buyers	include	local	

farmers,	investors	and	hunters.	If	you	are	contemplating	selling	please	consider	
the	auction	method.	It	is	the	best	example	of	true	price	discovery.	It	brings	all	
the	buyers	to	the	table	and	lets	them	compete	for	you	land.

www.randypryorauctioneer.com

428 Walker St. 
Woodbine, IA 51579

Cell 712-644-7610
Office 712-647-2741

Once Again The “Auction 
Method” Works!!

Previous Record Land Sales by Randy Pryor
Shelby County Farm Ground - Feb. 2011 - $8,900

Harrison County Farm Ground - Jan. 2012 - $12,500
Pottawattamie County Hill Ground - Sept. 2013 - $11,500

It’s the auger you asked for. Wheatheart’s latest  
innovation - the X Series auger features over 75  
new performance enhancements. With a precision  
engineered, commercial strength frame and  
redesigned hopper, the X Series offers unmatched 
serviceability and X-treme durability. The X Series 13" 
auger is available in 74' - 114' lengths.

866.467.7207
wheatheart.com

Transport Augers Available & Ready for Harvest
10" x 31'  |  SA10" x 71'  |  SA10" x 81'    
X13" x 84'  |  X13" x 94'

Tom’s Electric & Grain Equipment Inc.
Westphalia, IA  |  712.627.4610

Jacey Goetzman
sta�  reporter

 PORTSMOUTH - Jamie and 
Mary Fahn are the illustration 
of  the marriage between agri-
culture and agricultural busi-
ness. They are third-genera-
tion farmers.
 “I guess it runs in the blood,” 
Jamie joked.
 The Fahns run a family 
farm, growing corn and soy-
beans as well as raising hogs 
from farrow-to-fi nish. From 
birth to the packer, the Fahns 
do it all.
 Mary grew up on the Wing-
ert family’ farm in Panama and 
attended Benedictine College, 
Atchison, KS. She returned to 
Shelby County and married 

 Jamie and Mary Fahn are third-generation farmers and live between Harlan and Portsmouth.

Fahns a marriage
of business and 
agricultural business

Jamie. After raising their two 
children, she became the of-
fi ce manager  at JBS United, 
an international feed company 
based in Sheridan, IN. 
 Her experience helping out 
around the farm has equipped 
her to better deal with any 
number of  issues customers 
may come to her with.
 “She understands since she 
knows what goes on [here,]” 
Jamie said.

Returned to Shelby County
 Jamie grew up on the fam-
ily farm between Harlan and 
Portsmouth and moved back 
to Shelby County after earning 
his bachelor’s degree at Iowa 
State. 

 It hasn’t always been easy. 
At times, he didn’t know if  he 
had made the wisest decision 
when returning. He had to be 
very conscious and conserva-
tive in the years when the hog 
market was what Jamie could 
only describe as terrible.
 “You just tighten the belt,” 
Jamie said. “If  I can cut a pen-
ny, I cut a penny.”
 Because they live o�  of  the 
highway, their hogs are often 
exposed to airborne diseases. 
Jamie compared it to taking 
your kids to day-care.
 “You’re going to get some-
thing, sometime. You know 
someday it’s coming,” Jamie 
said. “You just gotta be nim-
ble on your feet and handle it 
when it comes.”

Grew up around hogs
 Jamie grew up around hogs 
and has been doing chores cen-
tered around the hogs since he 
was little. His children were 
raised the same way. Despite 
the tradition and proposed rou-
tine to it, no day is identical.
 “When I wake up in the 
morning, I expect problems,” 
Jamie said. “If  you only have 
one or two problems, it’s a good 
day.”
 The hogs may be mixed up 
in the wrong pens. The feed 
needs to be ground up. Some 
of  the hogs may be sick. It’s al-
ways something, but Jamie has 
fun running around and put-
ting out the fi res around the 
farm.
 The Fahns have no hired 
help. They manage what they 
can. When a task requires two 
people, Jamie has to wait for 
Mary to make it home.
 “We work very well togeth-
er,” Jamie said.

Long line of farmers
 Jamie and Mary, having 
come from a long line of  farm-
ers, understand that you’re not 
done at fi ve o’clock. Even with 
her customers, Jamie says 
Mary will go in early and go 
the extra mile to help. Being 
part of  the farm has impacted 
her past her homestead and 
back to the business.
 “It just makes you more ap-
preciative, partly,” Mary said. 
“I can relate to it all, too.”
 The Fahns have been mar-
ried for 32 years. They have 

two kids, Megan and Ryan. 
They both grew up to graduate 
from Iowa State and become 
agriculture engineers.
 They raised their kids with 
the knowledge that even if  it 
was an unenjoyable, dirty job, 
it still had to be done. That 
work ethic makes all the di� er-
ence today.
 The two hope that one day 
their kids may come back and 
potentially continue the leg-
acy, although they think it’s 
good that the two are currently 
getting away to see what it’s 
like on the greener patches of  

grass of  the other side.
 There are some clear advan-
tages, however. For Jamie, one 
of  the best parts is being his 
own boss. One hour, he’s fi xing 
stu�  and acting as an engineer. 
The next, he’s a veterinarian. 
The number of  jobs he can 
have is almost unending on his 
farm.
 Mary is always around to of-
fer a helping hand, whether it’s 
on the farm or canning toma-
toes until nine at night.
 “She helps out quite often,” 
Jamie said.
 Part of  the fun is having 

the freedom to operate, having 
your own farm.
 Even dealing with the same 
issues, Mary says “every farm-
er does things di� erently.”
 Still, Jamie said that agricul-
ture and ag business are based 
upon the same thing: building 
relationships and trust.
 Ultimately, it’s about feel-
ing satisfi ed about doing some-
thing worthwhile. For Jamie, 
that feeling comes when he’s 
looking out at the bean fi eld 
and realizing he did a “decent” 
job.
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MonogramMonogram
prepared
meats

Harlan, Iowa

Proud Business Partners with 
the Citizens of Shelby County!

Monogram Foods named 
National Processor of the Year
 MEMPHIS, TN - Monogram Foods has 
been recognized as the national meat process-
ing industry’s 2017 Processor of the Year. And 
its chairman and CEO, Karl Schledwitz, was 
named the 2017 recipient of The Richard L. 
Knowlton Award, which recognizes innovative 
skills, corporate citizenship and exceptional 
business acumen.
 The national recognition honors Monogram’s industry-wide success in the areas of in-
novation, investment, growth, and vision.
 “Monogram Foods was the clear frontrunner for this award,” said Andy Hanacek, 
editor of The National Provisioner, the meat processing industry’s leading publication. 
“Monogram has been consistently at the top of our emerging industry leaders, and during 
this past year they skyrocketed to the front of the pack.”
 Karl Schledwitz, chairman and chief executive o�  cer 
of Monogram Foods, said the company is deeply apprecia-
tive of the recognition. “But the real honor for this award 
should be given to all of Monogram’s team members whose 
dedication and hard work made this recognition possible,’’ 
he said.
 “Our team members here in Memphis and across the 
country go above and beyond. They have met many chal-
lenges and changes this past year with fortitude,” he said. 
“This award belongs to them for their lasting commitment 
to making us a best-in-class company.”
 Monogram Foods will continue to invest in their pro-
cessing facilities. In 2017, Monogram will invest almost $70 
million in upgrading current processing equipment, in-
stalling new processing equipment, and training their lo-
cal team members on that equipment to make transitions 
smooth and e�  cient.
 The company has locations in Harlan, Memphis, TN; 
Bristol, IN; Chandler, MN; Martinsville, VI; Plover, WI; 
Schulenburg, TX and Wilmington, MA. The Monogram 
Foods Loves Kids Foundation, since its inception in 2010, 
has given almost a $1 million to charitable organization 
in communities where Monogram team members live and 
work.

(see related story on page 9)

NELSON FARM SUPPLY

• Very short turning radius
• Torsion Bar suspension for superior handling
and reduction of stress to box & frame
• 30 degree side pitch and 40 degree end pitch
provide excellent grain unloading
• Standard 4 wheel brakes on 650 model and
2 wheel brakes on 450 & 550 models

Grain Carts & Gravity Flow waGons

• Torsion Bar suspension for superior handling

• 30 degree side pitch and 40 degree end pitch

Doing Our Best to Provide You the Best!
www.demco-products.com                    Grain Carts

• Models Available: 550, 650, 750, 850, 
    1050, & 1400.
• Length of auger & corner design provides 
    superior visibility for the cart.
• Ultra Flyte auger flighting extends auger life.    
• Slopes provide outstanding grain flow & clean out.

800-543-3626

• Corner auger design and auger length provide
the operator superior visibility
• POSI-Drive Auger Connection Eliminates  
Wear, Shock, & Noise when engaging
• Excellent Clean-Out
• Adjustable Spout Rotates 100 degrees
• UltraFlyte™ auger flighting provides longer
auger life and faster conveying
Gravity Flow waGons

Grain Carts

BOYDEN, IA

1410 Hwy. 44 E., Harlan
712-755-3115 • 800-772-6184

think conservation

call John at 712-579-8268 or 712-744-3651

Have you been 
thinking about cover 
crops? We are now 
booking acres for 
fall of 2017. Let 
us drill your cover 
crops behind your 
combine this fall 
and you will be very 
satisfied with the 
stand!

Livestock (2012)
• 9.20% of  all jobs came 
 from livestock produc-
tion.

Market value of  livestock 
sold: 
 $103.90 million.
     • 104,625 head of  hogs.
     • 218,799 head of  hogs sold.
     • 14,900 cattle on feed.
     • 36,470 cattle & calves sold.
     • 18,124 cattle sold for slaughter.

Shelby Economic 
Overview
 Employment: 8,198 jobs.
    Percent employed in 
 agriculture &  ag related 
 industries: 28.90%.

    In Shelby County, 
 agriculture contributes:
       •  2,370 jobs.
       •  $156.20 million in wages.
       •   $605.60 million in 
  total sales.

Iowa Pork 
Industry 
Facts:
• At the end of  2012, Iowa had 

6,266 hog operations.
• 94 percent of  Iowa’s hog 

farms are family owned 
enterprises.

• A total of  40,290 Iowans are 
employed in day-to-day 
production of  hogs.

• Of  the Iowa hog farms, 
39 percent (2,451 farms) 
have 1,000 pigs or less.

• At any one time, there are 
approximately 20 million 
pigs being raised in Iowa.

    Iowa producers marketed 
more than 49 million hogs 
in 2012.

• Nearly one-third of  the na-
tion’s hogs are raised in 
Iowa.

• Iowa is the number one 
pork producing state in 
the U.S. and the top state 
for pork exports.

• Exports of  pork from Iowa 
totaled more than $1 bil-
lion in 2016.

• Japan, Canada, Mexico and 
South Korea are the lead-
ing customers for Iowa 
pork.

Shelby County 
Farm Statistics:
USDA Census 
of  Agriculture 2012
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CALL 712-755-5187

QUALITY REPLACEMENT PARTS - 
AUTO • TRUCK • TRACTOR

Custom Made 
Hydraulic Hoses.

Largest inventory of 
hose and adapters in Western Iowa.

OPEN: 
M-F 8:00 AM - 5 PM
Sat. 8:00 AM - Noon

automotive, ltd.
1706 Exchange St. • Harlan

2 Blk N. and 2 E. of FSC Coop Elevator

Alfred Wingert family farm - 1526 Cedar Road, Panama
 PANAMA - front row: Cari Wingert, Glenn Wingert, Mariann Wingert, Karen (Katherine) Wingert, Alf Wing-
ert, Cindy Boysen.
 Back row: Zach Wingert, Janet Kummerfeldt, Kaitlyn Kummerfeldt, Christine Wingert, Brian Wingert, Mitch 
Boysen.

Kevin R Bruck family farm
1725 Juniper Road, Earling

From row: Emerson and Owen Boger
Back row: Brandon and Jessie Boger, and Kevin Bruck.

Douglas & Patricia Saunders family farm
2418 Quince Road, Manilla

 MANILLA - Matt Saunders, Blair, NE: Chris Saunders, Manilla; Johnathan 
Saunders, Pella; Doug and Patty Saunders for their property on Cumberland 
Stock Farm #2. The Saunders’ daughter, Jenny Farar, LaVernia, TX, was unable 
to attend the event.
 The family has in their possession a more than 600-page family diary dating 
back their family to England in the late 1880s to 2004 about their family and the 
Saunders family history. The diary is available at Manilla Community Library.

909 Chatburn, Harlan • (712) 755-3883
 www.knodfm.com

Music from the
60’s, 70’s and 80’s. 

Keep in Touch . . . Listen 
for Farm News Daily!

One in nearly 12 working Iowans has a job tied to the pork industry.

Norman & Joyce Kenkel family farm - Hwy. 59 & 1800th St., Earling
 Lyle Kenkel, West Des Moines; Kevin and Colleen Kenkel, Earling.

102 Main St. • Earling • (712) 747-2171

Owners
Craig & Kristina Brich

Earling Locker
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SorenSen equipment
Hwy. 59 • Harlan, IA • 712-755-2455

www.sorensenequipment.com

Speed Tills. The Joker RT Series from Horsch
The unique design 

of the Joker allows you 
to accomplish light to 
aggressive tillage and 
excellent soil finishing. With 
depth management from 
1"-5" and working widths of 
23'-37', the RT Series gives 
you precise tillage at high speed.

The Joker gives you what vertical tillage can't.  
Unlike vertical tillage, the Joker is a true residue management system. 

That means it perfectly sizes residue and incorporates it into the soil for fast 
decomposition. The Joker also consolidates the soil and promotes faster 
warming. This helps manage moisture better and gets you planting faster. 

• Manage Heavy Residue / Stubble   
• Fast Seed Bed Preparation

• Pasture / Hay Land / CRP Renovation  
• Manure / Fertilizer Incorporation

CONGRATULATIONS TO SHELBY COUNTY’S BEEF PRODUCERS…THE AREA’S TOP PRODUCERS

FAREWAY’S FULL-SERVICE 
MEAT DEPARTMENT

FRESH QUALITY MEATS, FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE

Your FULL SERVICE Meat Counter
with a Meat Cutter on Duty Every Hour 

Our Store Is Open!

Meat Department 
Manager

Kevin Pitkin

USDA 
CHOICE 

BEEF

FRESH
 POULTRY

QUALITY
SMOKED

MEAT

FINEST 
PORK

Offering One 
of the Largest 

Meat Counters in 
Southwest Iowa!

2017

Century Farm  honors area families 
 The Iowa Century Farm and Heritage Farm Awards were presented at the 
Century/Heritage stage at the Iowa State Fairgrounds. Century Farm awards 
recognize farms (40 acres or more) that have been in the same family for 100 
years and Heritage Farms awards recognize farms that have been owned by the 
same family for 150 years.
 No picture available  Richard Kuhr, Walnut. These awards are sponsored by 
the Iowa Department of  Agriculture and Land Stewardship and the Iowa Farm 
Bureau. 

Iowa Pork Production Economic 
Contributions:

 • Hog farming alone represents $7.5 billion in total 
  economic activity for Iowa.
 • Total cash receipts for hog production in Iowa topped $7.5 billion in 2013.
 • Total production value for Iowa hog farming exceeded $6.5 billion in 2013.
 • Several billion dollars are generated in the state each year 
  from pork processing activities.

STEVE’S
REPAIR

305 2nd, Defiance, IA • (712) 748-4466

Sales & 
Service

New & 
Pre-Owned

Other Models 
Available from 

20-35 HP, 41-72” Cut

BOSS XL

Setting the Standard for 
Commercial Mowing.

• 27 & 35 HP Kawasaki or 
Kohler engines.

• 60” or 72” Cutting Width.

• Joystick or Twin Lever 
Steering.

• Patented Stand-Up Deck.

• Articulating Front Axle & Deck.

• Wide Front Step.

• 11-Gallon Fuel Tank.

Local Century Farm  honorees

 Front row: Trevor Hundt, Halie Harrison, Trenton Hundt, Brad Hundt, Karen Hundt, 
Jeff Hundt, Emily Hundt, Karla Hundt.

Karen Hundt family farm - 36515 Sycamore Road, Avoca
 Back row: Derek Nelson, Sandy Hundt, Doug Hundt, Reid Hundt.

Support the 
Shelby County 
Pork Producers

Steven P. Kock, AFM
Real Estate Broker, Iowa & Nebraska

Certi�ed General Appraiser, Iowa
Harlan, Iowa

712-579-1071   800-850-8091   skock@msbna.com

Professional Farm Management and 
Ag Real Estate Services

Professional Farm Management
Real Estate Sales & Acquisitions

Certi�ed Real Estate Appraisals
30 Years of Farm Management 
and Real Estate Experience

Glen and Mariann Wingert family farm - 1526 Cedar Road, Panama
 PANAMA - The Wingert family are one six family Century Farms featured in our Country 
Views issue. Pictured are, front, l-r: Glenn and Mariann Wingert. Back row: Cari and Zach Wing-
ert, Brian Wingert and Christine Wingert.
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Magik kleener –  
an inexpensive alternative to the 
high cost of completing a process 
important to product quality.

Does the job efficiently with 
virtually

no operating expense!
Call us today for details.

magik 
kleener 

sales inc.
Farm & Commercial Grain Cleaning Products

2904 12th St. • Harlan, IA 51537
(712) 755-3871 • Fax 712-755-2668

Greater Protection.
Better Service.

Lower coSt.
The Prudent Farmer
Buys Insurance…the
Careful Farmer buys

County Mutual Insurance!

Hazards such as fire and storms can spell disaster 
on the farm. Be covered by your local 

County Mutual Insurance.
• Fire & Lightning
• Hail
• Windstorm Protection
• Electrocution

• New Comprehensive 
Coverage on Large 
Machinery

• Collision

• Overturn of Machinery
• Smoke and Explosion
• Theft
• Aircraft and Vehicles

For Over 130 Years, We’ve Been Proud
To Serve Our Area Livestock & Crop Producers!

SHelBy County FarMerS
Mutual InSuranCe aSS’n.

Founded In 1887.
Rick Rasmussen, Manager/Agent • Lori Baughman, Agent

Phone 755-3171 • 877-755-3171 • 1117 7th St., Harlan, IAErv Pauley & Sons, owners & operators • Barn 263-3149

SALE EVERY SATURDAY
Hogs 8:30 am • Misc. 9 a.m.
Sheep 9 am • Cows 11 am
Followed by Feeder Cattle
WWW. DENISON LIVESTOCK.COM

JR Pauley 269-7777  •  Tom Pauley 263-0224  •  Ben Pauley 269-6846
Dave Vanness 265-1189  •   Randy Pryor 644-7610 • Jared Muhlbauer 269-7729

Petersen Brothers
Feed & Grain

Grain Hauling 
and Storage

Grain Buying 
and Selling

949 Road M56 • Jacksonville, IA
(712) 799-4291

Area businesses honored at East Pott. 
Soil & Water 75th Anniversary event
 OAKLAND - Two area 
businesses were honored at 
the East Pottawattamie Soil & 
Water Conservation District 
(PottSWCD) 75th anniversary 
banquet here last month at 
the Oakland Community Cen-
ter.

Ed Kleen Award
 The award honors the for-
mer District Commissioner, 
Ed Kleen, who was tragically 
killed in an automobile acci-
dent.  The recipient is some-
one who displays “all around” 
soil conservation and leader-
ship to help conserve, protect 
and restore our soil.
 The emcee said, “Leader-
ship means to provide guid-
ance, instruction, direction; 
to identify a purpose and 
then set goals to achieve the 
task; to coach, support and 
delegate when and where 
needed; having the perfect 
amount of respect for others 
and for yourself; balancing 
drive and determination; and 
being able to make decisions 
in a split second that impact 
not just you but many. This 
award was designed to honor 
someone who is doing all of 
that Kevan, Dean, and Glen 
Schechinger, KDG Brothers.

Becky Morenz and Mike Kolbe, Harlan Newspapers

Kevan, Dean and Glen Schechinger (KDG Brothers) extended family.

fi nd ways to make all portions 
of their business tie in with 
one another.  It’s their theory 
that the organics supplement 
each other and enable them to 
continue farming during the 
slow months of one crop or an-
other.”  
 Glen began growing trees 
as a hobby in the 1980’s, and 
today, the farm ground has 
over 3,000 varying types of 
trees.  All three brothers had 
hands in this chapter of their 
agriculture adventure.  Start-
ing the trees from plugs, they 
learned a lot about consisten-
cy and patience.  
 Next, KDG tackled recy-
cling yard waste from neigh-
boring communities, the orig-
inal plan was to feed cattle.  
Their idea was to not only rid 
cities of the mounting problem 
of yard waste, but also to pro-
vide high-grade feed for live-
stock.  
 Their next endeavor in-
volved investing in straw-
berries with their sister.  For 
several years, they planted, 
maintained, and harvested 
the berries, experiment-
ing with the best practices 
to make a solid product and 
a sensible profi t.  One year, 
they set up a booth and shared 

their strawberries with the 
RAGBRAI riders, serving up 
over 800 smoothies!

Serving their community
 In addition, to running a 
continuously evolving farm-
ing operation, Kevan, Dean 
and Glen make time to give 
back to their community.  
They have or currently  serve 
on many facets ranging from 
Riverside School Board, Coun-
ty Farm Bureau Board,  Seed 
Company Board, Industrial 
Foundation, Lion’s Club, and 
Museum Board for starters.  
Glen served in the military 
and Dean served on the West-
phalia Volunteer fi refi ghter 
crew.  
 In addition, Dean serves 
as Popcorn Kernel on his son’s 
scout troop, and is an active 
member of his church com-
munity.  
 Kevan has been an in-
tegral part of implementing 
First Lego League into Riv-
erside schools, has an active 
4H family, and serves on his 
church board.  
 KDG Brothers are more 
than just business partners, 
they are friends. They genu-
inely enjoy spending time to-
gether. These gentlemen not 
only look after each other and 
their families, but also their 

neighbors and community.  
They are the “worker bees” 
checking o�  the to do lists for 
any event they are part of.  
 Whether it be cleaning up 
the local park on behalf of the 
Lion’s Club, hanging decora-
tions for church functions, 
cleaning up after a school band 
concert, serving on a youth 
sports committee, or scoop-
ing snow for the whole farm 
neighborhood…the brothers 
jump in wherever it’s needed, 
no complaints and look for no 
praise.  
 The NRCS sta�  described 
their team as innovative, re-
sourceful, and are actively en-
gaged with their landlords.  It 
is evident that they value this 
land, and work to implement 
opportunities and practices 
that will preserve our natural 
resources for generations to 
come.
 Glen and Denise, Dean 
and Rita and their four chil-
dren, and Kevan and Tera and 
their four kids, all reside on 
the 120 acre home property.  

Special Recognition Award
 Garnering a special rec-
ognition award were the 

Harlan Newspapers’ Becky 
Morenz, graphic design and 
Mike Kolbe, marketing man-
ager.
 This special award was 
created to honor a person, 
business, or group that con-
tributes to the East Pott SWCD 
tmission in a unique way that 
is not defi ned by other award 
descriptions.
 The emcee said the award 
went to a team that has always 
been a pleasure to work with, 
patient, fl exible, and dedicated 
to helping the district convey 
their message in the most ef-
fi cient and yet appeasing for-
mat.”
 This year, as we celebrate 
75 years of soil and water prac-
tices, we wanted to thank this 
team for their many years of 
partnership with the district.  
 Thank you for always go-
ing the extra mile, for seeing 
our vision and making it come 
to life, and for your patient 
professionalism in creating 
our annual Soil & Water Con-
servation report as well as 
completing our 24-page 75th 
Anniversary Book in a matter 
of weeks.”

15-member family
 Kevan, Dean and Glen 
Schechinger are three of 15 
children in the Schechinger 
family; nine boys and six 
girls. Growing up in Westpha-
lia the brothers learned about 
agriculture and agronomy 
from their father, Elmer.  
 He started Schechinger 
Seed Company years ago to 
support his family, and it has 
continued to be a place of op-
portunity and employment for 
generations to follow.    
 The brothers began their 
journey in 1992, they found 
themselves interested in the 
same goal…to fi nd a farm 
near the city on which to live 
and pursue their common ag-
riculture interests. 
 That November, they 
bought their farm, and began 
developing a farming opera-
tion quite di� erent from any 
other in the Western Iowa 
area.  
 Not only did KDG Broth-
ers commit to farming and 
working the land, but they 
also took on the jobs of feeding 
cattle, grinding and growing 
trees, raising strawberries, 
and recycling yard waste. 
 The Schechinger Broth-
ers said, “…that they try to 



 A view from above of Monogram’s Ready to Eat (RTE) production 
area featuring six production lines.
 From left to right are the six production lines with their respective year 

of installation:  Line #1 – 2016; Line #2 – 2005; Line #3 – upgraded in 
2016; Line #4 – 2006; Line #5 – 2008; Line #6 – 2014.

1.030 trillion slices of bacon annually per year - 

Monogram produces 3.6 million 
slices of  pre-cooked bacon daily DID YOU KNOW ?

Monogram’s annual electric usage would be:
• 33% of the Harlan Municipal Utilities 
 annual  total electrical usage.
• Th ey consume enough electricity 
 to power 1,583 homes - Monogram Prepared Meats
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 HARLAN - The Harlan Monogram operation was 
founded in 2004 and began operations in its state of the art 
46,000 square foot cooked bacon facility in January 2005 un-
der the name Shelby County Cookers (SCC). 
 The company acquired by Monogram Food Solutions 
(MFS) on October 26, 2013 and formed a new division called 
Monogram Prepared Meats (MPM). They are a growing 
manufacturer of ready-to-eat bacon products with our man-
ufacturing operation located in Harlan.
 MPM currently participates exclusively in the ready 
to eat bacon category. The primary product line is sliced 
cooked bacon as a component to a sandwich build and a 
breakfast item. 
 Current product mix is 85% food service and 15% retail. 
Food Service is spread among national brand co-pack, na-
tional and regional restaurant chains, military, industrial, 
and distributor business.  Retail business is split between 
national brand co-pack, private label and our Brookfi eld 
Farms and Easy Bacon brands. 
 In addition to the sliced items, MPM sells bacon toppings 
primarily to the pizza industry and industrial users. MPM 
also produces a large market share of round bacon for the 
frozen breakfast sandwich category and bacon jerky which 
is sold through Monogram Meat Snacks.  

Monogram created the bacon jerky food category
 As part of our commitment and focus on innovation 
they developed the bacon jerky category in 2012 and more 
recently introduced our Easy Bacon brand in a regular and 
All Natural Uncured Roasted Bacon version into the retail 
space. With the current protein focused buyer they are con-
tinuing to develop bacon snack items in di� erent applica-
tions.
 MPM is one of the few independent manufacturers of 
ready to eat bacon. The fi eld of competitors is relatively 
small totaling less than ten companies and approximately 80 
cooking ovens (i.e. production line as they currently have 6 
lines) in the U.S. Our competitors are primarily large brand-

farm service cooperative

Congratulations to the 
area Pork Producers

We recognize the contribution of pork producers 
to our agri-business economy and to the 

nutritional well-being of families throughout America.

portsmouth

We are ready for your 
corn and soybeans in our 

Harlan and Denison locations!
We take all moisture levels of corn.

Make

Feeds a Part of your
Pork oPErATIoN.

Rowland Burton
State Certified General Real Property Appraiser

2144 1900th Street 
Irwin, IA 51446

Phone 
712-782-3203

ed food companies who participate in other protein catego-
ries. 
 Being a smaller, privately held, exclusive manufacturer 
of ready to eat bacon allows and requires our division to 
establish strong customer relationships, develop solutions 
for our customers, and lead the industry in innovative prod-
ucts. 
 Entry into the category is capital intense ($3.5 million 
per line) and requires expertise. There has been expansion 
in the category amongst the current suppliers but no new 
competition has entered since SCC (now MPM) was formed 
in 2004. 
 They o� er limited scheduled tours and really enjoy edu-
cating our community on our manufacturing process.
Monogram is currently structured into 5 divisions with the 
following manufacturing locations and briefl y what they 
produce:
• Monogram Prepared Meats – Harlan, IA – 
    pre-cooked bacon slices and bacon bits
• Monogram Meat Snacks – Martinsville, VA 
    and Chandler, MN – beef and bacon jerky 
• Monogram Pet Treats – Schulenburg, TX – pet treats
• Monogram Comfort Foods – Bristol, IN – corn dogs
• Monogram Appetizers – Plover, WI and 
    Wilmington, MA – frozen appetizers
• Corporate support offi  ce -  Memphis, TN

Fun Facts about Monogram:
• Production lines are schedule to run 18 hours per day as 

the other 6 hours are for sanitation
• Daily they use ~148,000 lbs. of cured pork bellies (42 mil-

lion lbs. annually) – this equates to ~5,286 pigs as each 
pork belly averages 14 lbs. (1.5 million pigs per year; USDA 
projects the annual pig herd at 64.8 million)

• They expect to package 3.6 million slices of pre-cooked ba-
con daily – this equates to 1.030 trillion per year

• They produce and/or sell ~4 million lbs. of jerky and chips 
annually

• Our six production lines have a total of 3,725 kw of cooking 
power

 Utilities Facts
• Electricity – annually they use 19 megawatts with an 

annual cost of $1.8 million: usage would be 33% of HMU’s 
(Harlan Municipal Utilities) annual total

• An average household uses 12kw therefore they consume 
enough electricity to power 1,583 homes in Harlan

• Water – annually they use 15 million gallons; usage would 
be 8% of HMU’s annual total

Missions Statement: We are a growth company focused on 
value-added meats that people love. We grow via internal 
growth and accretive acquisitions. We believe that people 
are our most important asset. We are committed to passion-
ate, talented, and hard-working team members. We relent-
lessly pursue customer partnerships. Our mutual goal is to 
grow the categories in which we compete through innova-
tive solutions, so that we profi tably grow together.

hogs on 
concrete

Stowe
RedeMix

Harlan, Ia • 712-755-5722
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AHRENHOLTZ CONSTRUCTION
G E N E R A L  C O N T R A C T O R S

The Builder’s Choice in Metal Building Solutions
 Ahrenholtz Construction has been an Authorized Chief Builder for 
over 50 years in Shelby and Harrison Counties.  The differences in 
metal building contractors might not seem substantial, but they are!  
 You will find the levels of customer service between contractors 
can be significant and our award winning team can do it for you!

 

RETAILCOMMERCIAL GOVERNMENT INDUSTRIAL
 We take pride in going above and beyond, striving to exceed our 
customers’ expectations every time we deliver a new building.  
 It’s what sets us apart, and it’s why those who know Chief Build-
ings choose Ahrenholtz Construction to build them, just look below 
at some of our customers from across the area. 

Manning, Iowa

Compare our workmanship, design and service
One of Iowa’s most award winning metal building contractors

Manning, Iowa

Portsmouth, Iowa

Harlan, Iowa

2603 SW Ave. • Harlan • www.ahrenholtzconstruction.com • aconst@fmctc.com

Paton, Iowa

Paton, Iowa
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Member FDIC www.unitedbk.com

Iowa’s #1 Ag Bank
EXPERIENCED lenders. LOCAL ownership. COMMITMENT to agriculture.

That’s the United Bank of Iowa difference.

1802 23rd St. • Harlan, Iowa • 712-755-5800

WE SALUTE OUR AREA PORK PRODUCERS ON A JOB WELL DONE!

Our 11th year!

Manilla farm has baby boom - 
  Triplets and twin calves born 
  within 24 days while triplets are 
  a one-in-a-700,000 occurrence
 MANILLA - Shelby 
County farmers Doug and 
Patty Saunders who live in 
Greeley Twp  on Cumber-
land Stock Farm No. 2 -- de-
livered on September 5 at 3 
a.m. an Angus miracle with 
the birth of the three same 
sex Angus triplets.
 According to a wide va-
riety of sources, what they 
experienced on their farm 
was a one in 700,000 to have 
a same sex set of triplets. It 
is reported that the normal 
birth survival rate was 70 
percent  for triplets was 70 
percent and Doug Saunders 
said the three calves are 
healthy and fi ne.

Born at his side
 There were born with 
Saunders at their side as he 
delivered the last two at 3 
am and the three weighed 
51 - 55 - 58 lbs.. respectively 
and the mother claimed all 
three of the calves but said 
Saunders is supplementing 
one of the calves. He and his 
wife’s entire herd of 50 head 
is home raised and Saun-
ders said during his cattle 
raising career he has raised 
Angus, Holsteins and Short-
horns.

Twin calves in August
 In another unique event 
the Saunders also had a set 
of twin Angus calves both 
heifers born on August 12 at 
his farm.
 Saunders has been rais-
ing cattle his entire life 
and their family has a lin-
eage of raising cattle since 
his great-grandfather C.A. 
Saunders in 1887. Saunders’ 
great-grandfather also who 
resided on the same farm. 
Since 1887 their farm has 
not had a year where cattle 
of some bred has not been 
on their family farm.

Century Farm honorees
 The Saunders also re-
cently were honored at the 
Iowa State Fair for their 
Century Farm (see the pho-
to on page 6). Their farm, 
Cumberland Stock Farm 
No. 2, was the name given 
to the property when it was 
established over 100 years 
ago.
 The family has in their 
possession an over 600-page 
professionally published 
hardbound Saunders family 
diary and biography com-
plete with historical photos 
and newspaper articles.
  Their family dates to 
England where Saunders 
great-great-grandfather 
was married in 1851 and 
came to this country in 1852. 

The diary is available at Ma-
nilla Library and tracks the 

lives of the family up until 
2004.

�Brand • Products

755-2027 • 111 Cyclone Ave. •  Harlan


