
HARLAN – Donald Dean An-
dersen, son of Francis Andersen 
and Elsie Brix, was born on Au-
gust 17, 1932 in Harlan.  He grew 
up in Harlan and graduated from 
Harlan High School.

On December 23, 1953, Don-
ald was united in marriage to Cla-
rice Axland at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Irwin. From this union 
two children were born: Marsha 
and Richard.

Donald served in the United 
States Armed Forces during the 
Korean War. Donald was a hardworking man of great character. He loved 
woodworking, polka music, playing cards and spending time with his 
family.  He was a lifelong member of the Shelby County Fair Board and 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Harlan.  He was inducted into the Iowa 4-H 
Hall of Fame.  Don and Clarice volunteered in the ELCA Mission Builders 
organization. Over nine years they helped build nine church buildings 
across the United States.

He spent most of his time working for Moorman’s Feed as a feed 
salesman. After volunteering for Mission Builders he worked part-time 
for Bruce’s Appliance until his final retirement in January 2018.

Donald died on Wednesday, July 4, 2018 at Myrtue Medical Center in 
Harlan attaining the age of 85 years, 10 months and 17 days.  In addition 
to his parents, Donald was preceded in death by his sister, Gloria Mills.  

Donald is survived by his wife of 64 years, Clarice (Axland) Andersen 
of Harlan; his children Marsha and her husband Kent Larson of Las Ve-
gas, NV; Richard Andersen and his wife Laura of Jackson, WI; brother 
Lowell Andersen of Harlan; two grandchildren: Steven Larson of Las Ve-
gas, NV and Allison LaRue of Germantown, TN and six great-grandchil-
dren; many other family and friends.

A 10:30 AM Funeral Service was held on Saturday, July 7, 2018 at 
the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Har-
lan and was officiated by Pastor Phil 
Nielsen. Active casket bearers were 
David Axland, Kevin Mills, Gaige Lytle, 
Steve Hanson, Sydney Mills and Jus-
tin Mills. Interment was held at Harlan 
Cemetery in Harlan.

Pauley Jones Funeral Home in Har-
lan were in charge of arrangements.
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