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As the weather gets warmer, many homeowners 
and renters may be thinking about sprucing up their 
properties. There are many options — painting, fenc-
ing and even residing the property. 

But did you know there are construction projects 
that may require permits? The City of  Harlan re-
quires permits to be drawn for several projects. 

There are permits for both building and electrical. 
Electrical permits go through the State of  Iowa. To 
find out if  your project requires a permit, go to the 
City of  Harlan website permits tab.  

Someone painting or putting up drywall, siding, 
roofing, painting, carpeting and insulation doesn’t 
need a permit. 

If  someone needs to repair or replace existing doors, 
windows, driveways, sidewalks and fences there is no 
need for a permit. 

Other projects that don’t require permits include 
replacement or repair of  worn valves, faucets, broken 
pipes and drains, lavatories, tubs and toilets, switch-
es, receptacles, light fixtures or fans. 

One project that does need a permit in certain in-
stances is repairing or replacing furnaces, water heat-
ers and central air conditioning. 

If  someone is planning to change from gas to elec-
tric or vice versa, a permit is required. 

Roger Bissen, building inspector, said any type of  
maintenance on your house is considered mainte-
nance and there’s no permit needed. 

“The only time is when people have to pull a per-
mit then I have to come and do an inspection,” Bissen 
said.

If  you’re going to do any type of  additions, new 
plumbing or electrical work a permit would be needed 
for that. 

“To replace something in your house, like for like 
– such as replace outlets and faucets, furnace, water 
heater no permit is required,” Bissen said. 

If  you have a gas water heater and decide you are 
going to change it to electric water heater then a per-
mit is required. 

“It’s because you have a gas line that you’re going to 

be eliminating and are doing electric wiring going to 
the water heater,” Bissen said. “If  a gas line has to be 
installed or rerouted, I look to make sure it’s installed 
properly and make sure it doesn’t leak before they ap-
ply gas to it. The purpose is to reduce the risk of  fire.”

If  someone is planning on trimming trees, it doesn’t 
require a permit, but if  new trees are being planted 
they need to be behind city sidewalks, not in the right-
of-way. 

These guidelines apply to both do-it-yourselfers and 
contractors. 

“Both fall under the same guidelines,” Bissen said. 
People will install new windows and it doesn’t re-

quire a permit because it’s considered maintenance. 
“But if  you’re going to make a bedroom in the 

basement and you’re going to put an egress window 
in, then that requires a permit because there are 
guidelines on how that egress window needs to be in-
stalled,” he said.

People could be subject to a fine if  they continue to 
work without a required permit.

Permits are required for some home improvement projects
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Save Money This Winter -
and in Winters to Come!$

Start planning and practicing winter energy efficiency now. Common sense 
conservation can save 10-50% on heating bills…this year and in the future.

Device Rebate
Heating
Natural Gas Furnace, 96% AFUE ....................$350

Programmable thermostat- 
One-half (1/2) of the purchase price ....up to $25

ReFRigeRatOR - Energy Star Rated .........$50
FReezeR- Energy Star Rated ........................$25

CLOtHeS WaSHeR - Energy Star Rated ...$50
DeHumiDiFieR - Energy Star Rated ............$10
DiSHWaSHeR - Energy Star Rated ..............$20

*Visit www.energystar.gov or contact HMU 
for a list of qualifying models.

APPLIANCE
REBATE PROGRAM

Let Us Help You Lower Energy Costs!

Your purchase of energy efficient devices 
can mean rebates to you from Hmu.

Pick up a rebate application form at Hmu 
for qualifying appliances and rebate details 

or visit www.Harlannet.com.

$

• Set thermostat at 68º, even lower when you’re 
gone.

• Replace furnace filters and follow a maintenance 
schedule.

• Close off unused areas.
• Use film insulation over windows.
• Keep exterior doors closed.
• Limit use of space heaters. They cure a 

symptom, not the problem.

SHORT TERM SAVINGS

• Install and use a programmable thermostat.
• Seal exterior cracks and holes.
• Install an energy efficient furnace or boiler.
• Conduct annual furnace tune-ups and 

inspections.
• Inspect and upgrade attic and wall insulation if 

necessary.
• Install energy efficient windows and doors.

LONG TERM SAVINGS

2412 Southwest Avenue 

Harlan • 755-5182

HARLAN’S PREMIER UTILITY PROVIDER

Visit us at HarlanNet.com
for more energy saving tips.

Plans for New Home 
Construction 

Plans for New Home 
Additions

 Color 3D Renderings 
for Both Commercial and 
Residential Construction. 
Existing or New Projects

Visit Web-Site for 
Further Information!

www.HDDvisual.com

Remodeling & New 
Construction Services

We use only the finest materials, and 
will still nearly always be your lowest 
price option, with your satisfaction 

GUARANTEED!

JOSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT
Serving Shelby and Surrounding Counties For Over 12 Years.

712-579-6146 • Harlan

free 
estimates

Contact me today and learn more about 
improving the largest investment of your life.

Renovations are a great way for homeowners to reshape their homes. Some may 
aspire to renovate so their home is more reflective of  their personal taste, while oth-
ers may do so in an effort to make their homes better align with modern styles and 
sensibilities. Regardless of  why a homeowner chooses to renovate, the need to do so 
is often evident to the naked eye, especially when the time comes to update home 
exteriors.

Curb appeal is often discussed in regard to the effects it can have when selling a 
home. But curb appeal is equally important for homeowners who aren’t putting their 
homes on the market. A well-maintained, aesthetically appealing home is a source of  
pride, while a home with fading curb appeal can make homeowners feel a little sheep-
ish. Homeowners who want their homes to maintain their curb appeal can look for 
signs that it’s time to update their home exteriors.

• Curling shingles: The roof  may not be the first thing people think of  when ponder-
ing curb appeal, but a damaged roof  can contribute to problems that ultimately affect 
the exterior and interior of  the home. Multiple curling shingles indicate it’s time to 
replace the roof. The sight of  curling shingles is not pretty, but the larger issue in 
such instances is the potential for costly water damage when water gets in through 
the affected shingles.

• Dated entry door: Many home improvement experts insist they can determine 
when a home was built or most recently renovated simply by looking at the front 
door. Steel and glass doors are popular in modern homes, so homeowners with front 
doors with ornate designs and oval glass inserts can likely benefit from an upgrade 
to their entryway. A modern front door can make a statement and real estate experts 
note how popular updated front doors are among buyers. 

• Unsightly landscaping: It’s not only the physical components of  the home that 
may suggest an update is necessary. Homeowners without a green thumb may have 
exterior landscaping that has seen better days. If  a spring or summer day spent tend-
ing to your landscaping is not your ideal weekend pastime, then consider replacing 
unsightly landscaping with low-maintenance plants or hardscaping. These alterna-
tives to more needy plants can create curb appeal without requiring any extra work 
for homeowners.

• Cracked driveways/walkways: If  the driveway looks like a busy road at the end 
of  snow plowing season, chances are that’s adversely affecting the impression people 
have of  your home. In addition, cracked walkways indicate a need for renovations, as 
these areas are front and center when welcoming guests.

Updating a home’s exterior can restore curb appeal and help homeowners feel bet-
ter about their properties.

Signs a home exterior needs updating
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Happy Easter, The Hunt is on 
for Spring Savings! 

Goodbye, Old Man Winter! 

Hello, Spring Savings! 

Free 
Installation

Spring Window Deal 
[ April 1st - April 30th ]

Visit our Showroom: 

254 5th Avenue 
Manilla, IA 51454

REplacEMEnT WindOW SalE 

During the Month of April we will be doing a 
Spring Promotion on our Windows!

Most Efficient 
by ENERGY STAR® 

in 2022

call now for Free Estimate - (712) 654-5100

Schedule Pre-Season A/C 
Cleaning/Testing to Ensure Peak Efficiency 
Or Upgrade To A New More Efficient Unit

Sales & 
Service

• Heating & Cooling Units 
• Water Heaters 

• Plumbing Fixtures

• Preventative Maintenance • Service Calls 
• Sewer Cleaning • Pipe Lining 

• Backhoe Trenching • Septic System

607 Court Street in Harlan 

712-755-9701
Store Hours: Mon – Fri: 9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Financing 
is available!

 Spring is the perfect time to get started on some outdoor projects to beau-
tify your lawn and garden. Here are the top 10 spring lawn and garden proj-
ects that you can consider.
 1. Clean up: Start by cleaning up the yard and garden. Rake up leaves, 
debris, and any other dead vegetation that accumulated over the winter.
 2. Lawn care: Get your lawn ready for the growing season by mowing it 
to the correct height, aerating the soil, fertilizing, and removing any weeds.
 3. Mulching: Mulching helps to conserve soil moisture, suppress weeds, 
and improve soil fertility. Spread a layer of organic mulch around trees, 
shrubs, and plants.
  4. Planting: Spring is the perfect time to plant new trees, shrubs, and flow-
ers. Choose the right plants for your soil type and climate zone.
 5. Composting: Start composting your yard waste and kitchen scraps. 
Compost makes a great fertilizer for your garden.
  6. Edging: Define the edges of your lawn and garden beds with an edger. 
This creates a neat and tidy appearance and prevents grass from growing 
into the garden beds.
 7. Pruning: Prune back trees and shrubs to remove any damaged or dead 
branches. This will help promote healthy growth and flowering.
 8. Garden beds: Prepare your garden beds by removing any weeds, adding 
compost or organic matter, and loosening the soil. This will help your plants 
grow strong and healthy.
 9. Irrigation: Check your irrigation system to make sure it is working 
properly. Replace any broken or damaged parts.
 10. Decorate: Add some decorative touches to your lawn and garden. In-
stall a bird bath, bird feeder, or fountain to attract wildlife. Hang some col-
orful wind chimes or install some outdoor lighting to create a peaceful and 
relaxing atmosphere.
 These top 10 spring lawn and garden projects will help you create a beau-
tiful and healthy outdoor space that you can enjoy all season long. Start 
planning and get to work!

Top 10 spring
 outdoor projects
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Selection varies 
by location.
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Ugly or Outdated Countertops? 
We offer affordable refinishing solutions to give your kitchen a like-new look. 

Countertops can be made new and installed 
or applied directly over existing.

With NGC Custom Countertops we can create the 
look of any type of stone you want on your counters. 

Custom Signs • Epoxy Countertops • Shower Walls • CNC Design 
• Laser Engraving • Custom Furniture • Giftables

To know more follow us on

Shane Schechinger
712-579-1757
1004 6th St. | Harlan, IA
NEXTGEN-CREATIONS.COM

Free Consultation

F L O O R I N G

5th & Court St • 235-6772

Follow us 
on Facebook!

Under new 
ManageMent 

new naMe
Same service, quality and 
business from the same 

employees you know and 
trust for your Hunter Douglas 

Window Treatments and 
Mohawk Flooring needs. 

Denison Drywall Supply, Inc.

Come in and check out 
our Materials, Supplies and Tools 

for all of your drywall needs!
DRYWALL: Available in 1/4”, 3/8”, 1/2”, 5/8” in 

di� erent lengths, also carry Moisture Board,    
Dens-Shield Tile Backer, Durock Cement Board, etc.

ACCESSORIES: All Purpose Joint Compounds USG, 
Texture, Screws, Tape, etc.

ACOUSTICAL CEILING:  Ceiling tile and 
Intermediate Duty Grid System - Wall Angle, 
Mains, Tees, etc.

METAL FRAMING: Studs and Track for interior 
and exterior, Angle Corner, Furring Channel, 
Z-Channel, Backing, etc.

WE ALSO CARRY A FULL LINE OF 
Trim-Tex Plastic Corner Bead and Accessories, as well as 

Metal Corner Bead, Stucco Bead, Strait Flex products, etc.

P.O Box 453  |  Hwy. 30 East  |  Denison, IA 51442
712-263-3981  |  Fax 712-263-6367

Store Hours:   Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm

P.O. Box 453  I  2307 Hwy 30 East  I  Denison IA 51442
(712) 263-3981  I  Fax (712) 263-6367

Store Hours: Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm
P.O. Box 453 ❙ 2307 Hwy 30 East ❙ Denison IA 51442

(712) 263-3981 ❙ Fax (712) 263-6367

Come in and 
check out our Materials, 

Supplies and Tools for all 
of your drywall needs!of your drywall needs!

DRYWALL: Available in 1/4”, 3/8”, 1/2”, 5/8” in different lengths, 
also carry Moisture Board, Dens-Shield Tile Backer, Durock 
Cement Board, etc.

ACCESSORIES: All Purpose Joint Compounds USG,Texture, 
Screws, Tape, etc.

ACOUSTICAL CEILING: Ceiling tile and Intermediate Duty 
Grid System - Wall Angle, Mains, Tees, etc.

METAL FRAMING: Studs and Track for interior and exterior, 
Angle Corner, Furring Channel, Z-Channel, Backing, etc.

WE ALSO CARRY A FULL LINE OF
Trim-Tex Plastic Corner Bead and Accessories, as well as Metal Corner 

Bead, Stucco Bead, Strait Flex products, etc.
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Bruce Burger 
construction

New Construction • Remodeling Homes
Driveways • Cement • Shingling • Siding

506 Dodge St.
Harlan, IA 51537

712-755-5008 or 755-3815
Cell 712-579-4022 • Fax 712-755-5008

 Spring is the 
perfect time to tackle 
some home improve-
ment projects that 
you may have been 
putting off during 
the winter. Here are 
the top 10 spring 
home improvement 
projects that you can 
consider.
 1. Fresh Coat of 
Paint: A fresh coat of paint can transform the look of any room. Choose a 
color that complements your décor and gives your home a fresh new look.
 2. Deep Cleaning: Spring cleaning is an essential home improvement 
project that everyone should consider. Start by cleaning your carpets, win-
dows, and upholstery to get rid of any accumulated dirt and dust.
 3. Window Treatments: Replace your old window treatments with new 
curtains or blinds. This can add a pop of color to your room and enhance its 
overall style.
 4. Kitchen Updates: Update your kitchen by replacing old hardware, 
adding new cabinets, or upgrading your appliances. This will give your 
kitchen a fresh new look and improve its functionality.
 5. Bathroom Renovations: Renovate your bathroom by replacing old fi x-
tures, updating your shower or tub, and adding new tiles. This can enhance 
your bathroom’s style and make it more comfortable.
 6. Landscaping: Enhance your home’s curb appeal by sprucing up your 
landscaping. This includes planting new fl owers, trimming your shrubs, 
and adding new mulch.
 7. Energy Effi ciency Upgrades: Upgrade your home’s energy effi ciency 
by replacing old windows, adding insulation, or installing a programmable 
thermostat. This can save you money on your energy bills and increase 
your home’s value.
 8. Flooring Upgrades: Replace your old fl ooring with new hardwood, 
tile, or carpeting. This can improve the look and comfort of your home.
 9. Storage Solutions: Maximize your storage space by adding new 
shelves, installing a closet organization system, or building a new storage 
shed in your backyard.
 10. Outdoor Living Spaces: Create a beautiful outdoor living space by 
adding a new patio,

Top 10 spring home improvement  projects

Complete Kitchen 

& Bathroom 

Remodeling

• Flooring • Cabinets
• Countertops • Sinks 
• Plumbing Fixtures • 

Tubs

607 Court Street in Harlan 

712-755-9985
Store Hours: Mon -Fri 9:00-4:30

FINANCING IS 

AVAILABLE!

 

PUT DOWN ROOTS.  GROW YOUR BUSINESS.
 Shelby County is very attractive to industries that recognize 
the combination of wide-open spaces and wide-open minds 
are ideal ingredients for wide-open possibilities.
 Shelby County offers solutions and opportunities for the 
Clean Energy Industry, Agriculture Industry, Tourism Industry, 
Manufacturing Industry, Transportation and Logistics Industry, 
and many, many more.  Over the last 20 years, there have been 
62 business expansions and 61 new business openings 
in Shelby County. 
 Shouldn’t you be next?

CONTACT US:
1901 Hawkeye Ave., Suite 101
Harlan  IA  51537 • (712) 755-2114
info@exploreshelbycounty.com
www.exploreshelbycounty.com

Shelby County
Chamber 
                           Of COmmerCe & Industry

a place to call home!

Shelby County, Iowa
FOR THOSE WITH VISION, THIS IS 
NOTHING SHORT OF BEAUTIFUL

WORK WITH PEOPLE WHO CARE ABOUT YOU 
AND YOUR BUSINESS
 There’s a collective “how can we help?” mindset that runs 
to the core of everyone you meet here. From county supervi-
sors to city council members, politicians to street shopkeepers, 
school principals to museum curators, those who live and work 
in Shelby County share the kind of optimism and “arm-linking” 
that seems of another time.  Here, however, that kind of mind-
set is the makeup of our DNA.  The idea of “can-do” is still 
fresh in our minds, not something obsolete. 

IS THIS RIGHT FOR YOU?
It’s a simple yet critical question to consider: are the people 
and communities of Shelby County right for you and your busi-
ness? Is it the right place to find those that will help you pros-
per and keep your dreams alive? Ultimately, that’ll come down 
to a first-hand visit, but for starters we’d like to share some of 
what you can come to expect: 
 • Abundant and Varied Energy Resources
 • Over 250 miles (to every corner of the county) Fiber Optics
 • Strong Education and a Trained Workforce 
 • Community College Access and Support for Training
 • A Robust Infrastructure • Trained Workforce 

… and S P A C E …
 plenty of wide open space for work and play.

©Kenneth West Photography

Shelby County ... A place to call home!

Shelby County, Iowa
FOR THOSE WITH VISION, THIS IS 
NOTHING SHORT OF BEAUTIFUL
WORK WITH PEOPLE WHO CARE ABOUT 
YOU AND YOUR BUSINESS

 There’s a collective “how can we help?” 
mindset that runs to the core of everyone you 
meet here. From county supervisors to city 
council members, politicians to street shop-
keepers, school principals to museum cura-
tors, those who live and work in Shelby County 
share the kind of optimism and “arm-linking” 
that seems of another time. Here, however, 
that kind of mindset is the makeup of our DNA. 
The idea of “can-do” is still fresh in our minds, 
not something obsolete.

IS THIS RIGHT FOR YOU?
It’s a simple yet critical question to consider: 
are the people and communities of Shelby 
County right for you and your business? Is it 
the right place to fi nd those that will help you 
prosper and keep your dreams alive? Ulti-
mately, that’ll come down to a fi rst-hand visit, 
but for starters we’d like to share some of what 
you can come to expect:
• Abundant and Varied Energy Resources
• Over 250 miles (to every corner of the 
county) Fiber Optics
• Strong Education and a Trained Workforce
• Community College Access and Support for 
Training
• A Robust Infrastructure • Trained Workforce

… and S P A C E …
plenty of wide open space for work and play.

PUT DOWN ROOTS.
GROW YOUR BUSINESS.
 Shelby County is very attractive to industries 
that recognize the combination of wide-open 
spaces and wide-open minds are ideal ingredi-
ents for wide-open possibilities.
 Shelby County offers solutions and opportu-
nities for the Clean Energy Industry, Agriculture 
Industry, Tourism Industry, Manufacturing 
Industry, Transportation and Logistics Industry, 
and many, many more. Over the last 20 years, 
there have been 62 business expansions and 
61 new business openings in Shelby 
County.

 Shouldn’t you be next?
Shelby County . . . a place to call home!

CONTACT US: 1901 Hawkeye Ave., Suite 101, 
Harlan IA 51537 • (712) 755-2114
info@exploreshelbycounty.com
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With over 20 years in the roofing business, we are Preferred Installers for most roofing manufacturers. 
Our licensed, skilled roofing crews are certified in a variety of roofing materials from quality manufacturers and can 

handle all of your roofing jobs, large or small, residential or commercial.  
 Metal roofing, concrete til, DaVinci Shake-Slate, or asphalt shingles; we’ll do the job quickly and

correctly, using the newest technologies and highest quality materials, providing lasting beauty and value to your 
home or business for years to come!

TC Roofing is capable of all types of siding replacement and installation as well as new construction windows, 
seamless gutters and replacement windows.

Your home is probably the single biggest investment you will ever make. Protect your investment by keeping out 
the rain and snow and annually inspecting your roofing materials. TC Roofing does free annual inspections. Upon 

completion of your inspection TC Roofing can tell you approximately how much roof life is left
and inform you of your choices as a consumer.

TC Roofing is licensed, bonded and insured for YOUR protection!
Call us for all of your roofing, gutter, siding, window and general construction and repair needs!

Tony Carter

712-579-6253

UPGRADE YOUR KITCHEN!

Bonsall Appliance
Dunlap, IA 712-643-5922
Monday–Friday: 8am – 5pm

Saturday: 8am – Noon

Homeside
Replacement 
Windows

Serving local communities 
for 30 years.

Tom & Linda Bates
Macedonia, Ia • 712-486-2377

Energy Efficient 
Full Framed Windows 

Tilt In For Easy Cleaning

- Driveways & Sidewalks
- Foundations, Floors & Walls
- Garage & Outbuilding Footings & Floors

We've got the 
experience, 
equipment 

and 
manpower
 to tackle 

your 
next job.

• Residential 
• Commercial
• Agricultural

Serving Shelby & 
Surrounding Counties 

Since 1942

2206 6th St. • Harlan
712-755-5722
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outdoor power equipment center!

MyRIDE® TimeCutter® 
HD Zero Turn Mower
with MyRIDE® Suspension System

• MyRIDE® Suspension System – suspended operator platform 
with adjustable rear shocks for maximum comfort

• 24.5 hp* Toro® Commercial V-Twin 708cc Engine with Self-
Cleaning Air Filter Housing

• 60” fabricated deck with Grade 50 high-strength 10-gauge steel
• Commercial-grade HG-ZT3100 transmissions

nelson farm supply
Hwy. 44 east • Harlan, ia • (712) 755-3115 • 1-800-772-6184

Mark your Calendar For Our annual Open House april 28-29

Yanmar Gas UTVs 
600 lbs. Bed Capacity 

1500 lbs. Towing Capacity

With the Brahma UTV’s best-in-class ground 
clearance, handling, and ride quality, it feels 
more like a performance work vehicle than the 
rugged peice of machinery it is. 

Learn more at yanmarutv.com.

You don’t have to be bulky 
to run with the big boys. 

Your New Home For

Battery 
Powered Tools!

NELSON FARM SUPPLY Hwy. 44 E., Harlan
712-755-3115 • 800-772-6184

nelsonfarmsupply.com

Bucket Lift
32.5’
reach

Need equipment for a 
Project?

GEHL
RS6-34

Telehandler
*basket &

truss boom
availableRent It 

Here!
Mini Excavator, Skidloader 

& Trackloader
Rental also available.

Call foR detaIls.

Up To 
$750 off Select Cub Cadet Zero turn mowers!

Up To 
$300 off 

Select models of Toro 

Timecutter zero turns!
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