
Janet Estelle
 Early, 92

Sept. 17, 1927–Nov. 13, 2019

Harlan - Janet was born in Ar-
kansas City, KS on September 
17, 1927. She was the youngest 
child of William Walter Brown 
and Mabel (Libby) Brown. She 
attended school in Arkansas 
City and graduated from high 
school in 1945. She attended 
Arkansas City Junior College 
and received her degree in 
1947. While she was enrolled 
there, she met Charles Early, 
whom she would marry on June 
13, 1948, in Arkansas City.

Janet and Charles moved to 
Manhattan, KS, where they lived in married student’s housing, known to 
the residents there as Fertile Flats. Charles attended veterinary school. 
While in Manhattan, Janet gave birth to Richard John and Patricia Char-
lene. Upon completion of veterinary school in 1954, the family moved 
to Palmer, NE, where Katherine Anne was born. The family moved to 
Shelby County in 1956, and Charles and Janet made their permanent 
home there. William Thomas and Steven Paul were born soon after mov-
ing to Harlan.

Janet and Charles were charter members of First Baptist Church in 
Harlan. Janet served many roles there as a deaconess, choir member, 
coordinator for numerous rummage sales, and other activities. She tire-
lessly provided sundries for the residents of the Baptist Memorial Home, 
buying personal items for the residents there, while taking time to chat 
with them and brightening their days as she made her rounds. 

Janet worked in the veterinary practice for several years as receptionist 
and secretary. Janet was a great lover of animals, particularly a Spring-
er-Brittany spaniel that came to be known as “Dawg.”

Janet was a lover and supporter of the arts, particularly music. She 
participated in Community Choir, loved to attend Encore Music Series 
concerts in the area and was known to travel great distances to attend 
concerts. She especially enjoyed ragtime jazz. In her later years, she 
served as a back-up babysitter for her local grandchildren. She and 
Charles faithfully attended just about any activity her grandchildren were 
involved with in Harlan.

Janet took pride in her ability to speak and write properly, a passion 
which trickled down to some of her children. She owned a shirt that was 
emblazoned with the words, “I am the grammarian about whom your 
mother warned you.” Janet was a feminist, well known for her wit, which 
was quick and occasionally biting. She was a very loyal supporter to her 
closest friends. She loved to travel and visited as far east as Scotland 
and as far west as Alaska.

In their later years, Charles and Janet could be seen on any day of the 
week walking from their home to downtown Harlan holding each other’s 
hand. This is a memory that many in the community will hold for years 
to come.

Janet Estelle Early died on Wednesday, November 13, 2019. Janet 
was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, Charles Morris Ear-
ly, on August 7, 2015; three brothers, Robert Brown, Walter Brown, and 
George Brown; and one grandson, Jedidiah Early. She is survived by 
her five children, Richard (Jennifer) Early of Des Moines, Patricia (Dave) 
Larsen of Fairfax Station, VA, Katherine Baxter of Mukilteo, WA, William 
(Sara) Early and Steven Early, both of Harlan; nine grandchildren; seven 
great-grandchildren; and other relatives and friends.

The memorial service was held on Friday, December 13, 2019, at First 
Baptist Church in Harlan. Helen Warren (one of her favorite musicians 
and people) provided most of the music. The family requests that, in 
lieu of flowers, a donation be 
made to the ASPCA at their web-
site, http://aspca.org/donate. The 
Burmeister-Johannsen Funeral 
Home in Harlan was in charge of 
the arrangements. Condolences 
may be left online at www.bur-
meisterjohannsen.com.
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