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HARLAN

Governor Reynolds says Stay Home!
Proclamation orders more business closures; law enforcement will be more involved in making 

sure we follow the governor’s orders on social distancing -- no congregating of 10 or more 

SHELBY COUNTY CORONAVIRUS CASES:   7

COVID-19 Statistics
Shelby County Cases .........7

Nearby Counties
Harrison County ......................... 11
Crawford County ..........................6
Audubon County ..........................1
Pottawattamie County ................ 11
Monona County ...........................6
Carroll County ..............................1
Cass County ................................0

Statewide
Number of Cases in Iowa ......1,145
Deaths .......................................27
Negative Tests .................... 12,821

A New York State of Mind

 Nurses Michelle Sorensen, Staci Meyer and Cathy Noon show 
the masks that have been donated to Myrtue Medical Center and the 
Shelby County Medical Clinic.  (Photo contributed)

 HARLAN -- When the request went out for help in 
making masks to help keep healthcare workers safe and 
healthy at Myrtue Medical Center, volunteers stepped up 
in a big way. And they are continuing to step up each day 
using their sewing skills to help others during this CO-
VID-19 pandemic.
 “Dr. (Sarah) Devine and I were talking about what 
could be done to help with the shortage of  supplies, espe-
cially masks. We talked about the “old days” when cloth 
masks were all that were used. That is where it began 
for us. Dr. Devine is very talented and returned to work 

Volunteers sew masks
for healthcare workers

Masks please see next page

 REGIONAL -- As COVID-19 continues to disrupt the day-
to-day life of Americans, local financial institutions are do-
ing their best to protect and serve the monetary and health 
concerns of Shelby Countians and surrounding communi-
ties.
 The Harlan Newspapers contacted several area banks and 
our local credit union and all reported that their ongoing 
changes in customer service during these pandemic times 
have been met with a great deal of understanding, patience 
and cooperation.
 Kevin Campbell, president, Shelby County State 

Banks protect, serve
our monetary concerns

Banks please see next page

 NEW YORK CITY -- I 
moved from Iowa to New 
York City in May 2001, to 
make a living as a profes-
sional trumpet player and 
teaching artist. I live in a 
42-story high-rise apart-
ment building, two blocks 
from the Empire State 
Building. 
 I have 4-5 performanc-
es per week, mostly in New 
York City, New Jersey, and Long Island. I teach pri-
vate music lessons, lead specialized group classes, 
and coordinate an elementary public school band 
program for 130+ beginning band students each 
year. And I use public transportation and my bike 
to travel between all of these jobs.
 COVID-19 continues to affect us all. Living deep 
in the hot spot of this pandemic, I offer a glimpse into 
the eye of the storm. During the early days, as CO-
VID-19 reached NYC, things were unclear and un-
decided with upcoming gigs and music classes. As 

In the Eye of the Storm -- Alicia Rau

Rau please see page 8A

 Shelby County area churches are finding new ways to worship 
during the coronavirus pandemic.  Easter Services for many will be 
held via Zoom-type teleconferencing, live stream or video.

 Drive-through is the only way for customers to do their in-person 
banking these days; however, Shelby County banking institutions are 
available via phone and email as well.  (Photo contributed)

Easter Services held via
video, Zoom, live stream

More businesses ordered closed
 DES MOINES -- On Monday, Gov. Kim Reynolds 
signed a new proclamation continuing the State Pub-
lic Health Emergency Declaration, ordering additional 
closures and relaxing additional regulations to support 
the state’s efforts to combat COVID-19. 
 The proclamation also calls on law enforcement to 
assist in the enforcement of these mitigation efforts.
 To encourage further social distancing and miti-
gation efforts, the proclamation orders additional 
closures effective at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, April 7 until 
Thursday, April 30:
 n  Malls; Tobacco or vaping stores; Toy, gaming, 
music, instrument, movie, or adult entertainment 
stores; Social and fraternal clubs, including those at 
golf courses; Bingo halls, bowling alleys, pool halls, 
arcades, and amusement parks; Museums, librar-

Closures please see page 8A

County cases remain at 7
 COUNTY -- Shelby County’s number of CO-
VID-19 cases remains at seven, while testing con-
tinues.
 Myrtue Medical Center reports as of Thurs-
day morning, April 9 that there are seven con-
firmed cases of coronavirus, with 53 negative 
cases and six pending.
 Myrtue Medical 
Center’s physician, Bri-
an Anderson, Medical 
Director of Public Health, emphasizes the impor-
tance of community-mindedness by staying vigi-
lant with social practices and hygiene. 
 “Stay home, take personal responsibility for 
the guidelines that are set before us and follow 
them,” said Dr. Anderson. “If you must go out 
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From NYC

 COUNTY – Shelby Countians will have a multitude of 
options to celebrate Easter Sunday Services this weekend; 
albeit not in person, rather, through everything from pre-
recorded video and Zoom teleconferencing to live streamed 
worship.
 The Shelby County Ministerial Association reports 
amazing efforts from local churches and worship centers 
to provide services for their congregations the past few 
weeks, and those efforts continue this weekend.
 For many, Easter weekend is a time to gather with 
family and celebrate their faith.  The COVID-19 pandemic 

Church please see page 13A
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Amazing Sign of the Times
 HARLAN -- Travel along  south 7th St. in Harlan and you’ll see this eye-catching display at 2106 
7th St.  The Gotto family set up this table full of food and snacks for anyone who is in need.  People 
are encouraged to partake, and to leave some items for others as well.  Cash donations are being 
accepted.  The goal is to keep the donation table going as long as possible.
 “We set it up because we wanted to help the community, as there’s a lot of people struggling right 
now,” said Crystal Wells.  “It has shut our business (I Pop Kettle Corn) down completely, and instead 
of sitting around being upset, we chose to give back.  I always say that you don’t have to be rich to 
give back.  I also want my kids to learn how important it is to help others all the time.”
 The table is available from 10 a.m.-9 p.m. daily.

Stay Home, Social Distance

Myrtue please see next page


