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FIRST CONFIRMED CASES IN SHELBY COUNTY REPORTED

Shelby Countians Face New Normal
From business and child care challenges to at-home school lessons and working from home,
Harlan and Shelby County residents heed warnings about coronavirus and are adapting

Sabrina Banik holds Everly Turner (Leah Heiman and Kenneth
Turner) at Kountry Kids. Child care is vital to a community, and
Kountry Kids has re-opened.

Ben Christensen and Jo Ann Bargenquast work on inventory at FarmTable Procurement & Delivery. Local small businesses are hit hard by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Alex Ahrenholtz (left) pulls a finished product off the revolving
press while Shane Conrad puts a shirt on to be printed with their
LOCAL logo. (Photo by Mike Oeffner)

Kountry Kids Child Care
re-opens following closure

FarmTable, Milk & Honey
hope to weather the storm

Zander Ink spreads the
kindness during COVID-19

HARLAN – When the local schools shuttered their
doors earlier this month due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
it created quite a dilemma for local child care services.
Should they close as well?
Kountry Kids Child Care, one of the two largest
Shelby County day care services along with Time for
Tots, did just that, and worked around the clock to clean,
paint and get ready to re-open.
Kountry Kids services as many as 60 five year olds
and under children as well as 25 before and after school
kids with 25 employees.
Owner Pam Klinkefus said, “After a lot of communication with Public Health and the Department of Human Services, we reopened on Monday, March 23.
“Closing last week was extremely painful for all of

HARLAN – Among the hardest hit during this
coronavirus pandemic are small businesses. Many
have had to close per statewide mandates. Others,
such as bars and restaurants, can have no inside seating, and are only allowed to offer carry-out, drivethrough or delivery options.
Look no further than Harlan’s upstart duo of businesses operated by Daniel and Ellen Walsh-Rosmann
to see the unprecedented hardships placed on rural
Iowa. The pair own and operate Milk & Honey Restaurant in downtown Harlan and FarmTable Procurement and Delivery located in southwest Harlan.
Milk & Honey is a breakfast and lunch farm to table restaurant, with its ingredients mostly from local
producers, and menu items made from scratch. Farm-

HARLAN -- As the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic continue to hamper the local, national and world
economy, one Harlan businessman is doing his best to
“spread the kindness” for those currently feeling a financial pinch.
Alex Ahrenholtz, owner of Zander Ink, a Harlanbased screen printing and embroidery shop (719 Court
Street), is printing T-shirts at cost to be sold by businesses to raise money for the company itself or for employees
who have been laid off due to cutbacks and closures.
Ahrenholtz was initially approached by some business owners about the idea and was excited to help out
in any way possible. Zander Ink’s first design for the
project benefited Beer Can Alley, a bar with locations
in Des Moines, Omaha and Sioux City. In the first week

Kids please see page 5A

Honey please see page 5A

Zander please see page 5A

Elementary
parade
canceled
HARLAN – An awesome idea for teachers to
show the love they have for
their students with a parade
set for Monday was canceled
Sunday evening for safety
and health concerns.
It’s been a couple of
weeks since the Harlan
Community Schools closed
its doors, and guess what?
Harlan Community Schools
staff miss the students.
So what better way to
say “we care and miss you”

Parade please see next page

NATIONAL GUARD BRINGS PPEs

Couple postpones
wedding due to COVID-19
Will have “exact” wedding this summer

HARLAN -- The Iowa National Guard delivered a shipment of supplies and personal protective
equipment (PPEs) to Myrtue Medical Center Thursday, March 26. Helping to unload the supplies
was Alex Londo (left), Shelby County Emergency Management Director, and a national guardsman.
(Photo contributed)

HARLAN -- Due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and the
limitations of the number
of people in social gatherings, Brett Croghan of Portsmouth and Clare Klein of
Harlan have a “new” wedding date.
It’s a decision being
made by couples nationwide
as they come to grips with
the uncertainty of the coronavirus.
Shortly after they became engaged last July, the

Wedding please see next page

Brett Croghan and Clare Klein

Statistics
Number of Cases in Iowa............. 336

Three cases of COVID-19 confirmed in Shelby County
COUNTY -- Two additional
cases of COVID-19 are confirmed
in Shelby County
The first confirmed case of COVID-19 was on March 27 in Shelby
County. The individual is between
61-80 years old. The second confirmed case is an individual between 61-80 years old. The third
confirmed case is an individual
between 41-60 years old.
The Iowa Department of Public
Health does not publicly release
specific information regarding individual COVID-19 cases.
However, when a positive case
is confirmed, a thorough investiga-

tion is completed and any individuals deemed to be at risk are notified and advised on appropriate
measures to take.
“We continue to remind residents to take preventive measures
to slow the spread. Stay at home
and limit exposure to other people. It is important to practice social distancing, if you must go out
for essential items,” said Myrtue
Medical Center’s Public Health
Director Lori Hoch. While there

is no vaccine to prevent the virus,
these simple steps can help stop the
spread:
• Washing hands frequently
with soap and water for at least 20
seconds each time. If soap and water are not available, use alcoholbased hand sanitizer.
• Avoiding the touching of your
eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
• Covering coughs and sneezes
with a tissue or elbow/upper arm.
• Staying home when ill.
• Cleaning and disinfecting fre-

Confirmed please see next page

Shelby County Cases.............3

Nearby Counties
Harrison County.................................8
Pottawattamie County.......................3
Monona County.................................2
Carroll County....................................1

State confirms
four COVID-19
deaths in Iowa
STATE -- The Iowa Department of Public Health
(IDPH) has been notified of 56

Deaths please see next page

