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Exterior renovations that lmprove curb appeal

Neglecting a home’s ex-
terior can be a disservice to
homeowners, particularly
those looking to increase
the value of their homes.
Curb appeal is important,
as a home’s appearance can
greatly affect prospective
buyers’ perceptions.

Knowing which projects
can offer the most bang for
their remodeling buck can
help homeowners make the
right choices when improv-
ing the exterior of their
homes. The following are
some areas where homeown-
ers can direct their focus if
their end goal is a great-
looking home with added

Come in and check out
our Materials, Supplies and Tools
for all of your drywall needs!

DRYWALL: Available in 1/4" 3/8" 1/2" 5/8"in
different lengths, also carry Moisture Board,
Dens-Shield Tile Backer, Durock Cement Board, etc.

value, as determined by the
2019 “Cost vs. Value Report”
from Remodeling magazine.
This report compares the
average cost of 22 remodel-
ing projects with the value
those projects retain at re-
sale across 136 markets.

« Garage door replace-
ment: Homeowners can re-
coup 97.5 percent of their
investment on a new garage
door. This remodel tops the
list for good looks and value.
The average cost of $3,611
is for replacing an existing
two-car garage.

« Manufactured stone
veneer: Replacing a portion
of vinyl siding with stone

veneer can greatly improve
curb appeal, adding style
that can set a home apart.
Homeowners can expect to
recoup a 94.9 percent return
on their investment.

« Wood deck addition: A
wooden deck on the rear
or side of a home enhances
homeowners’ ability to enjoy
the outdoors year-round. A
wood deck addition recoups
75.6 of the cost of homeown-
ers’ initial investment.

- Siding replacement: Not
only does old or weathered
siding look unsightly, it can
impact the energy efficiency
of a home. Even though a
siding replacement project is
costly — at roughly $16,000
— it offers a 75 percent re-
turn and peace of mind that
the home is being well-pro-
tected from the elements.

« New entry door: Replac-
ing an existing door with a
20-gauge steel door complete
with clear dual-pane half-
glass panel, jambs and an

aluminum threshold with
composite stop gets home-
owners 75 percent of their
initial investment back at
resale. Improving the door
isn’t all about good looks,
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either. A door that isn’t well-
insulated or secure can be

problematic.
In addition to these im-
provements, homeowners

would be wise to focus on

B

some upgraded landscaping,
an upgraded roof, new win-
dows, and improved exterior
lighting as surefire ways to
add curb appeal and poten-
tial value to their homes.

AND YOUR BUSINESS

Shelby County, lowa

FOR THOSE WITH VISION, THIS IS
NOTHING SHORT OF BEAUTIFUL

WORK WITH PEOPLE WHO CARE ABOUT YOU

ACCESSORIES: All Purpose Joint Compounds USG,
Texture, Screws, Tape, etc.

ACOUSTICAL CEILING: Ceiling tile and
Intermediate Duty Grid System - Wall Angle,
Mains, Tees, etc.

METAL FRAMING: Studs and Track for interior
and exterior, Angle Corner, Furring Channel,
Z-Channel, Backing, etc.

WE ALSO CARRY A FULL LINE OF
Trim-Tex Plastic Corner Bead and Accessories, as well as
Metal Corner Bead, Stucco Bead, Strait Flex products, etc.

Store Hours: Monday - Friday 8§ am - 5 pm

P.O. Box 453 | 2307 Hwy 30 East | Denison IA 51442
(712) 263-3981 | Fax (712) 263-6367

There's a collective "how can we help?” mindset that runs
to the core of everyone you meet here. From county supervi-
sors to city council members, politicians to street shopkeepers,
school principals to museum curators, those who live and work
in Shelby County share the kind of optimism and “arm-linking”
that seems of another time. Here, however, that kind of mind-
set is the makeup of our DNA. The idea of “can-do" is still
fresh in our minds, not something obsolete.

IS THIS RIGHT FOR YOU?

It's a simple yet critical question to consider: are the people
and communities of Shelby County right for you and your busi-
ness? Is it the right place to find those that will help you pros-
per and keep your dreams alive? Ultimately, that'll come down
to a first-hand visit, but for starters we'd like to share some of
what you can come to expect:

¢ Abundant and Varied Energy Resources

¢ Over 250 miles (to every corner of the county) Fiber Optics

o Strong Education and a Trained Workforce

¢ Community College Access and Support for Training

* A Robust Infrastructure ® Trained Workforce

..andSPACE...

plenty of wide open space for work and play.

©Kenneth West Photography

PUT DOWN ROOTS. GROW YOUR BUSINESS.

Shelby County is very attractive to industries that recognize
the combination of wide-open spaces and wide-open minds
are ideal ingredients for wide-open possibilities.

Shelby County offers solutions and opportunities for the
Clean Energy Industry, Agriculture Industry, Tourism Industry,
Manufacturing Industry, Transportation and Logjistics Industry,
and many, many more. Over the last 20 years, there have been
62 business expansions and 61 new business openings
in Shelby County.

Shouldn’t you be next?

Shelby County ... A place to call home!

CONTACT US:

1901 Hawkeye Ave., Suite 101
Harlan 1A 51537 « (712) 755-21 14
info@exploreshelbycounty.com
www.exploreshelbycounty.com

OF GI]MMEIIGE & IIIDIISTIIY

A PLACE TO CALL HOME!

Your Mortgage Solution

Home Loans Made Simple.
We'll help you with the entire
home loan process.

MIDSTATES

www.midstatesbank.com

Member
FDIC

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Trent Svendsen
BRANCH MANAGER,
VICE PRESIDENT
NMLS #1552813

Stop in or apply online today.

812 Durant St, Harlan | 712.755.2126




Prevent Water Damage
With The Right Gutter System

The areas
largest supplier
of gutters,
offering
warehouse

| pricing!

Seamless Gutters on 5|te'
5" residential and 6" commercial.

e —

; Chimney Repair

& Replacement
Select from a variety of styles
of stone veneer for a beautiful,

long-lasting chimney.
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n " .1., o | A reliable, properly installed gutter system
XA will direct rainwater and snow melt. away
from your roof, paint and foundation,

protecting the appearance and structural

mtegnty of your home or business.

Siding &
Roofing

Rem0deling & One of the area's largest suppliers

and installers of quality shingles!

New Construction - oo tinges an ses s
Ser Vices e Se.amless Siding.

* Windows & Doors- Energy efficient & beautiful.

* We use only the finest materials, and e Soffits & Facias- Customized to fit your home’s

will still nearly always be your lowest character.
price option, with your satisfaction * Flooring- Laminate, hardwood, tile & more. N\
* Doors, Windows, Shutters, Decks, Raili & Landscaping to complet
GUARANTEED, yz:rshome’soexierior. —_— e
CONTRACTORS’ '
NOTICE lee your business a face lift!
We are now your o | Facatlde and q =]
WHOLESALE SUPPLIER ren;:ai:;:; ..
of Gutter Supplies: e R TR

57 & 6” Gutters
» 3x4” Downspouts
* Elbows and accessories

budget!
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Contact me today and learn [nore about improving the largest investment of your life.

JOSE'S HOME IMPROVEMENT

Serving Shelby and Surroundmg Counties For Over 12 Years

712-579-6146 + Harlan
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Design a more functional pantry

Many homeowners wish
they had more storage space,
and Kkitchens are one area
where people seemingly can
always use more storage.

Despite a desire for more
kitchen space, until recent-
ly, kitchen pantries fell out
of favor. Builders and archi-
tects may have thought that
close proximity to super-
markets as well as multi-use
cabinets in kitchens would
offset the need for pantries.
But according to a recent
survey from the National
Association of Home Build-
ers, a kitchen pantry is the
most desirable kitchen fea-
ture for buyers in the mar-
ket for a new home.

According to a 2016 sur-
vey from ReportLinker, 98
percent of Americans say
cooking at home is their
preferred way to prepare a
meal. And despite the wide
array of restaurants, pre-
pared meals and fast food
options nearby, more than
one-third of people cook at
home daily, with nearly 50
percent cooking between
three and six days a week.

In order to accommodate
for spending more time in
the Kkitchen, homeowners
are directing additional at-
tention to kitchen prepara-
tion and storage features.
In fact, one recent trend in
kitchen renovations is cre-
ating custom-designed pan-
tries.

BUILDING
ON TRUST

Custom Homes
Room Additions
Remodel Specialist

Siding and Decks

MIKE
HANSEN

402-639-0846

Locate the
appropriate space

Ideally, pantries should be
in or adjacent to the kitchen.
But not every home layout
allows for this setup. Some
homeowners need to move
storage pantries into the
garage, the basement or a
mud/laundry room.

Various factors should be
considered before placing
a pantry outside a Kkitchen.
What is the climate? Will
food spoil? Is there a possi-
bility that vermin or insects
can infiltrate the room and
access food? These factors
will dictate whether to have
closed cabinets, air-tight
bins or open shelves or if
other modifications must be
made to the room prior to
building.

Choose the
type of pantry

Accessibility is essential
in a pantry. Everything
should be easily reached
and grabbed as needed
without having to move too
many things. Ideally, foods
should be arranged in a
single layer so that all items
can be viewed at a glance.
Shelves of various depths
and heights can accommo-
date items of different sizes.
Adjustable shelves are ideal
because they can be modi-
fied as foods change. Sliding
drawers can improve reach
in cabinets.

We treat every job
BIG OR SMALL
with the same
commitment to
detail right from
the start.

ICF Foundations

Concrete Work

Machine Sheds
Commerecial

In smaller spaces, French
door-style reach-in cabinets
are convenient and flexible.
In complete kitchen remod-
els or new constructions,
walk-in pantries offer the
most space and flexibility.

Must-have features

Pantries serve different
functions in different homes.
For the bulk shopper, a pan-
try with plenty of room for
large items will be needed.

Lighting can be beneficial
in all pantries. Lights can
improve visibility when try-
ing to locate items. Others
prefer an outlet for charging
hand-held vacuums or other
small appliances. Counter
space in the pantry enables
homeowners to unload gro-
ceries directly onto pantry
shelves.

For pantries located out-
side of the Kkitchen, built-in
freezers can maximize stor-
age possibilities, especially
for those who freeze-and-eat
after bulk shopping ven-
tures.

Pantries are popular fea-
tures that homeowners can
customize depending on
their storage needs and the
amount of time they spend
in their kitchens.
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7 uses for fallen leaves

By the time autumn hits
full swing, many trees will
have shed their leaves for the
season, and the last vestiges
of red, yellow and orange
magic will have faded to
brown. Raking, blowing and
collecting leaves becomes
the primary chores of lawn
and yard maintenance, and
presents most homeowners
with large piles of gathered
leaves to tend to.

It is impossible to count
just how many leaves fall to
the ground each year, or just
how many pounds of leaves
get collected curbside, but
the numbers are substan-
tial. Cleaning up leaves is
considerable work, but not
all of those leaves need to be
carted away. In fact, there
are several different uses of
leaves that can be beneficial.

1. Spread leaves as a
protective mulch to cover
tender perennials or root
crops/bulbs in the ground.
The leaves will form a nat-
ural insulating cover that
keeps the soil and the plants
within a bit warmer over
winter.

2. Create a pile of leaves
that will break down and
form a crumbly, compost-
like material called leaf
mold. Even though leaf mold
may sound like a blight, it’s
actually a good amendment
to garden soil, improving its
structure and ability to hold
water. Leaf mold also at-
tracts beneficial organisms
that are vital in healthy soil.

3. Brown leaves can be
added to green materials
in compost piles to improve
the health of the compost
being formed. According to
the healthy living resource
Care2, the ideal ratio is 75
percent brown to 25 percent
green materials in compost.
Turn compost piles regular-
ly to aerate them.

4. Store dried, mulched
leaves in a dry spot so they
can be used in the spring
as a weed barrier for spring
plantings. They will keep
weeds at bay and help re-

Give'Your/Concrete Floor

* Tough & Durable

* Easy To Clean

+ Indoor Or Qutdoors
+ Chemical Resistant
* Installs In 2 Days

* Travel The State

Repai Cracked & Unsightly Floo
Free Estimates

+ Beautiful Granite Finish TOP_CO |
EPOXY

Rick Rasmussen ¢ Harlan
712-799-4771 » 712-249-6442

www.garagecoatings.com
email: crorhill@fmcte.com

A GranitelLook.

gewai

See website for details
www.HDDvisual.com

Flans for New [Jome Construction
Flans for New [Home Additions
Kitchen Lagouts
3D Visua|ization for Bot}ﬂ Commercia|
and Residential (Construction
Rende rings for Existing ]Drc?jects

Phone: 712-755-2105 / Cell: 402-650-1107

“See |t Before You PBuild”

] om Heflig

Harian |owa

www.HDDvisual.com

tain soil moisture to ensure
small sprouts have the re-
sources to grow.

5. Use shredded leaves as
a lawn supplement. Pass a
lawn mower over leaves left
on the lawn to break them
down into pieces too small to
rake. This will help keep the
lawn healthy throughout the
winter without blocking out
needed sunlight.

6. Bag dried leaves and
pack them tightly together
in cold areas of the home,
such as basements or garag-
es. They can act as added in-

sulation. Bags of leaves also
can be placed around plant-
ing containers to protect
them from frost.

7. Gather a few of the best-
looking leaves and preserve
them. Use an iron on a low
setting and press leaves be-
tween two pieces of waxed
paper until the waxed paper
seals together. Or use clear
contact paper to achieve the
same effect.

Fallen leaves can be used
in many different ways
throughout the year.

A%“

BRUCE BURGER
CONSTRUCTION

New Construction ® Remodeling Homes
™ Driveways * Cement * Shingling ¢ Siding

) 712-755-5008 or 755-3815
Cell 712-579-4022 » Fax 712-755-5008

506 Dodge St.
Harlan, IA 51537

= o 1

- Driveways & Sidewalks

HARLAN, IA

Phore 755-5722

- Foundations, Floors & Walls
- Garage & Outbuilding Footings & Floors

We've got the
.. experience,
equipment and
manpower to
tackle your
next job.

Residential « Commercial
Agricultural

Serving Shelby & Surrounding
Counties Since 1942

22006 6th St. ¢ Harlan
712-755-5722

comfort and energy savings.

LENNOX

755-3286

CONSIDERAH

Ideal for warmer climates, a heat pump is an
efficient choice when you want mostly cool air
and heated air only on occasion. Our innovative
lineup includes Lennox® heat pumps which can
also be combined with gas furnaces for ultimate

CAMBLIN®

Plumbing & Heating

West side of Square o dwin Harlan

TR P V)
LA A s\.l#
=

A
A\

}

.

IS
TIAAIAVANANAAA ARV

PR

A

Y
AR

)




HOME BUILDING -

CONSTRUCTION - REMODELING

How to level
an uneven yard

Many things can cause a
yard to be uneven. Drain-
age problems, leaky pipes
beneath the grass and pests
can wreak havoc on a yard,
resulting in uneven turf that
can be both unsightly and
unsafe.

Addressing an uneven
yard might be homeowners’
ultimate goal, but the home
experts at BobVila.com note
that homeowners should
first figure out what’s caus-
ing the problem and make
fixing that their first task.
Fixing uneven ground
above leaky pipes will only
be a temporary fix if the
leaks themselves are not ad-
dressed. Professional con-
tractors might be necessary
depending on what’s caus-
ing the problem. However,
once the underlying issue
has been addressed, many
homeowners can handle the
task of leveling an uneven
yard on their own.

» Get the right tools and
materials. Leveling an un-
even yard may require vari-
ous tools. Thatch will likely
need to be removed from
the lawn before it can be
leveled out, so homeowners
will need a thatch rake or
dethatching machine to get

this task started. Dethatch-
ing machines are generally
necessary for especially
large lawns, and these can
typically be rented from
home improvement retail-
ers. A shovel, bow rake and
push broom are other tools
homeowners will likely
need. Materials such as top-
soil, compost and sand will
be necessary as well, and
these are typically sold at lo-
cal garden centers.

- Fill in areas beneath the
grass. Areas beneath the
grass can be filled in with a
mixture of sand, topsoil and
compost. The experts at Bob-
Vila.com advise using two
parts sand, two parts topsoil
and one part compost. Each
of these components plays
its own role in restoring the
yard to full health. Sand
helps the ground stay level,
while the topsoil and com-
post provide the grass with
valuable nutrients. If the low
spots are not especially deep,
this mixture can be applied
without removing the grass.
However, before filling in
holes when addressing spots
that are deeper than two or
three inches, remove the
grass then place it back in
place once the hole has been

filled. To dig up the grass,
put the blade of the shovel
at the outside of the low spot
before sliding it under about
two or three inches so you do
not upset the grass roots.

» Spread the top dressing.
Once the holes have been
filled and the grass has been
placed back on the ground
(if it was removed), spread
the top dressing mix with a
shovel. The mix should be
spread evenly with the back
of the bow rake at a depth of
no more than half an inch.
Make sure the mix is worked
into the low spots and that
it’s not completely covering
the grass, as that will suffo-
cate the lawn. If necessary,
use the push broom to work
the mix into the soil.

« Water the lawn. Finally,
water the lawn to help the
top dressing settle into the
grass. If necessary, repeat
the process of applying top
dressing and watering until
the lawn is even and has re-
turned to full strength.

An uneven lawn is an eye-
sore and potentially harm-
ful. But fixing an uneven
lawn is simple once home-
owners discover and address
what’s behind the issue.

Sinking Concrete?

WE CAN FIX THAT!

With our new equipment,

we also offer...
o Shotcrele 4.
e Slah Jacking
e Lateral Concrete
Pumping

Foundation Problems"

We can hx that'

PA'I'BID'I‘ S CHOICE
CONTRACTING

760-331-3015 K

JAMES SHEEHAN * HARLAN, IA

03” us for a no
obligation water
llmafmy quote!

4
HARLAN NEWS-ADVERTISER
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2019

Did you know?

According to the home improvement resource HomeAdvisor, adding square footage to a home can cost
homeowners anywhere from $7,000 to $100,000. When adding square footage to a home, homeowners
may need to knock down an interior wall or walls, the cost of which can vary widely depending on the
walls being knocked down. Load-bearing walls are needed to support the home, and while such walls can
be removed, homeowners may need to hire structural engineers at additional cost to orchestrate such
removals. In addition, homeowners can expect to pay more when knocking down walls that contain ducts
or electrical wiring. It also can be costly for homeowners whose homes are old to knock down walls. Ho-
meAdvisor notes that the wall-removal process in old homes that contain lead paint or lath-and-plaster
walls is more intricate and may cost homeowners more money.

FARMERS * CONTRACTORS

HOMEOWNERS

RENT BY THE HOUR, DAY, WEEK OR MONTH.

GEHL SKID LOADERS

Available Attachments
* Cement Breaker

* Post Hole Digger

* Bucket

* Truss Boom

* Pallet Forks

*» Grapple Forks

GEHL MINI
EXCAVATOR

| NELsox

FARu

*pasket &
s truss boom

Digging Potential
* 7 1/2" depth « 12’ 4” radius
+ 360° pivot * 39” machine width
* 10” or 16” bucket

Call For Rates
& Equipment
Reservation Today!

NELSON
FARM SUPPLY

HWY. 44 EAST * HARLAN, IA « (712) 755-3115 * 1-800-772-6184

YOU WON'T BELIEVE

WHAT YOU CAN BUILD

Shingles: Atlas,
CertainTeed,
Windows: Tamko, IKO,
Andersen,
Hayfield,

Vector, Atrium

Doors: ThermaTru, Waudena, Larson, Andersen

- ‘ ___

THE BRANDS YOU TRUST. THE SUPPORT YOU NEED.
WHAT WILL YOU BUILD WITH BAXTER LUMBER?

BAXTER

LUMBER & HARDWARE

Monday - Friday: 7:30 A.M. to 5:15 P.M
Saturday: 8:00 to 12:00
3105 12th Street, Harlan lowa 51537
712.755.2534
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TOTAL CONTRAGTING

Now Buying Direct |
for Greater Savings

\ & Immediate Access!

e Save $$%
e Save Time!

Commercial & Residential
Steel Roofs, Soffits and Gutters.

» Standing Seam Roofs featuring hidden fasteners
for a smooth, clean appearance.

» Windows ¢ Doors ¢ Siding * Garage Doors
« Concrete » Decks ¢ Garages * Sheds
* New & Remodel

Storage Space
Available Soon!

Affordable rates for your boat, camper, trailer, classic car,

collectibles, anything that won’t fit in your garage or shed!
« Variety of sizes available.
* Private, secure space or community space

* Indoor space, climate controlled and concrete floor
» Outdoor space, fenced with hard surface

Call to discuss YOUR needs today!
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1101 Chatburn Ave., Harlan, 1A < gilburt@hotmail.com

% Andy Ahrenholtz

712-790-ANDY

For all your roofing and
general contracting needs.
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iIburt Ahrenholtz

712-579-1816
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How to protect wood floors

from inclement weather

Wood floors are a worth-
while investment that can
improve the beauty and func-
tion of just about any room in
a home. Even though wood
floors are durable, and new
protective treatments help
seal out many of the things
that may have damaged
floors in the past, homeown-
ers still need to prioritize
protecting their hardwood
floors.

Certain seasons of the year
can be more harsh on wood
floors than others. For exam-
ple, seasons characterized by
moisture and precipitation,
particularly the early spring,
winter and fall, can be hard
on wood floors. The experts
at ServiceMaster Clean say
that cold, snowy days can
damage wood floors, and
Lumber Liquidators agrees
that winter weather can be
harsh on flooring.

Homeowners need not give
up on hardwood if they live
in an area that sees all four
seasons. They just need to
take a few steps to keep floors
looking beautiful.

« Clean up the salt. Salt that
keeps sidewalks and streets
clear of snow and ice inad-
vertently gets tracked inside

a home. Hard chunks of salt
can scratch wood floors, and,
if left to sit, that salt can even-
tually cause white marks
and other stains. Routinely
vacuuming and sweeping up
salt is necessary to protect
wood floors.

« Invest in shoe storage.
Wet or snowy boots can
create puddles around the
house. Have a special mat or
tray by the front door where
wet shoes can be kept. A
nice bench in the entryway
makes it easy for residents
and guests to remove their
shoes until it’s time to go
back outside.

- Use water-wicking mats.
Homeowners will probably
need a few extra mats around
to tame errant drips and wipe
shoes. Any entrance that
might be used by people or
pets should be protected. Try
to avoid petroleum-based,
rubber-backed mats, as they
could discolor the wood floor.

« Control humidity indoors.
Cold, dry air in a home can
be problematic because the
moisture in the wood can
eventually evaporate into the
air. The heat will suck that
moisture from the flooring,
causing it to shrink, creak

W’JI.MJ%VMSJ

ENERGY EFFICIENT
FULL FRAMED WINDOWS

ToM & LINDA BATES

TILT IN FOR EASY CLEANING

WINDOWS-VINYL SIDING-GUTTER

MACEDONIA, IA » 712-486-2377

Professional Indoor;
Testing, and Mitigation

Call the radon "problems solvers."
Serving Western lowa since 2000.

'.,SIroenerM.t.::::z:

Radon is the 2nd leading
cause of lung cancer.

2439 800th St., Elk Horn +712-773-4748

email: stramit@metc.net
www.radonsafehomes.com

. Radon|

Custom Cabinets

and Wood Products

fresh from our workshop to your home!

Upgrade your home with the beauty and convenience of
made-to-order cabinets, measured and fabricated to fit your
desired area and your lifestyle perfectly.

We help you design and install all types of wood products for
kitchens, bath, laundry, desk, bar, entertainment, benches,
cubbies, bookcases and so much more!

Call today for your free in-home estimate! Local & Insured

Jay’s Custom Wood Products

Proud to be your cabinet specialist.
Westphalia, IA
Phone (712) 579-9902

and splinter and become
more brittle. Think about in-
vesting in an in-line humidi-
fier for the home’s HVAC sys-
tem that can keep a moderate
amount of humidity in the
home. Hardwood floorboards
are installed to accommodate
minor temperature and hu-
midity fluctuations. This is
typically a range of between
60 and 80 degrees F with a
relative humidity range of
35 to 55 percent, advises Ser-

viceMaster.

« Use the right cleaning
products. Avoid excessive
water to clean wood floors,
and select soaps that are
specially designed for wood
flooring. Consult with the
flooring manufacturer for a
list of detergents that are safe
to use.

With proper care, hard-
wood flooring can survive
rain, snow and cold weather.

_ HARLAN

* Septic Tanks

_ * Septic Risers/Lids
'+ Tile Holding Pits

« Various Diameter

Tile * Decorative
 Pet/Animal Food Benches
Dishes /

2102 6th St. Harlan, IA
Open Mon. - Fri. 8-4 or by appointment

712-755-2325 * harlancement@gmail.com

Find us on Facebook

* Pole Pads

» Custom Concrete
Slabs

* Downspout Pads
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Considering an energy audit?

Get informed

Overconsumption of ener-
gy is a problem that plagues
many homeowners. Wasting
energy can hurt homeown-
ers’ bottom lines and the
planet. But many homeown-
ers aren’t aware just how
much energy their homes
are consuming and even
wasting. That’s why a home
energy audit can be so im-
portant.

A home energy audit or
assessment investigates just
how much energy a home
consumes SO homeowners
can make their homes more
energy efficient. Audits iden-
tify where energy is being
wasted and can offer sugges-
tions to fix the problem.

The U.S. Department of
Energy advises that the aver-
age U.S. household consumes
around 90 million btus in
a year. Of the energy used
in homes, nearly 50 percent
goes to heating and cooling.
Water heating, appliances,
electronics, and lighting ac-
count for the remaining con-
sumption. Consumers can
save between 5 and 30 per-
cent on home energy bills by
getting a home energy audit
and making the adjustments
advised by auditors.

There are two types of
energy audits: professional
and do-it-yourself. Profes-
sional auditors will go room-
to-room to assess a home’s
energy use. Typical testing
includes thermographic
scans and infrared cameras
to determine air leakage and
insulation; a blower door
test, which depressurizes the
home and simulates the ef-
fect of a 20 mph wind to find
air leaks; and watt meter

measurements to test ener-
gy usage by various devices
throughout the house.

Before an auditor comes
to the house, homeowners
can make a list of any prob-
lems or concerns they want
to discuss with the auditor.
The auditor also may inter-
view the homeowner to learn
about how the home nor-
mally runs and can analyze
energy bills to determine
typical energy consumption.
Windows, doors, HVAC sys-
tems, insulation, fireplaces,
and lighting fixtures all may
be assessed during a profes-
sional audit.

Even though a profession-
al audit is usually the best
way to determine where a
home is losing energy, home-
owners can conduct their
own audits to detect and fix
problems. Locating and seal-
ing air leaks, addressing in-
adequate ventilation, check-
ing that insulation levels and
vapor barriers are at recom-
mended levels, and inspect-
ing HVAC systems should
be part of any DIY audit. If a
heating/cooling unit is more
than 15 years old, the DOE
suggests having it replaced
with a newer, energy-effi-
cient unit.

An energy audit can iden-
tify areas around a home
where improvements can
be made to reduce energy
consumption and waste. Up-
grading to new appliances,
replacing light bulbs, sealing
drafts, improving insulation,
and addressing moisture and
water leaks can be good for
the environment and help
homeowners save money.

Save Money This Winter -

and in Winters to Come!

APPLIANCE
REBATE PROGRAM

Device
HEATING

DEHUMIDIFIER - Energy Star Rated
DISHWASHER - Energy Star Rated

Ground Source Heat Pump, Prior Approval Required. .
Natural Gas Furnace, 95% AFUE . . ...
Natural Gas Furnace, 96% AFUE . .. ..

........... $300

Programmable Thermostat- One-half (1/2) of the purchase price . .
REFRIGERATOR - Energy Star Rated
FREEZER- Energy Star Rated . .. . ..
CLOTHES WASHER - Energy StarRated . .. ... ..

Your purchase of energy efficient devices
can mean rebates to you from HMU.

Pick up a rebate application form at HMU
for qualifying appliances and rebate
details or visit www.HarlanNet.com.

Let Us Help You
Lower Energy Costs!

Rebate

.$2,000

upto §25

Ask one of these fine professionals about
energy efficient appliances, heating and
cooling systems.

Alpha & Omega

607 Court « Harlan
712-755-9985

Lo

Heating & Cooling Systems

Harlan

Hardware
755-5642

*Visit www.energystar.gov or contact HMU
for a list of qualifying models.

Start planning and practicing winter energy efficiency

now. Common sense conservation can save 10-50% on
heating bills...this year and in the future.

SHORT TERM SAVINGS

* Set thermostat at 68°, even lower when you're gone.

* Replace furnace filters and follow a maintenance

schedule.

* Close off unused areas.

* Use film insulation over windows.
* Keep exterior doors closed.

* Limit use of space heaters.They cure a symptom,

not the problem.

LONG TERM SAVINGS

* Install and use a programmable thermostat.

* Seal exterior cracks and holes.

* Install an energy efficient furnace or boiler.

* Conduct annual furnace tune-ups and inspections.
* Inspect and upgrade attic and wall insulation if

necessary.

* Install energy efficient windows and doors.
* Switch to energy efficient lighting.

HARLAN
MUNICIPAL
UTILITIES

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
ELECTRIC GAS

HARLAN’S PREMIER UTILITY PROVIDER
2412 Southwest Avenue
Harlan ¢ 755-5182

res 1

Visit us at HarlanNet.com
for more energy saving tips.
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