Remembrance

Verda Mae
Larsen

92
Dec. 23, 1927 -
Jun. 29, 2020

HARLAN- Verda Mae
Larsen, daughter of Horace
and Rose (Johnson) Peters-
en, was born on December
23, 1927, in rural Harlan, IA.
She attended Jackson #1 ru-
ral school through the eighth
grade, and graduated from
Harlan High School in 1946.
Verda took continuing educa-
tion classes through Drake
University in Des Moines, IA,
and taught rural school for four years and substituted at New
Park School for one year.

On March 14, 1948, Verda married James Richard Larsen
at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Jacksonville, IA. The couple
farmed in Jackson Township, Shelby County, lowa, for 15 years
before moving to their farm in Center Township, north of Harlan
in 1963. James died on October 14, 2011, in Harlan, and Verda
moved into the Westridge Apartments in Harlan in April 2017.

Verda was an active member of Immanuel Lutheran Church in
Harlan, where she served on many boards and taught Sunday
School. She was a member of Myrtue Medical Center Auxiliary
and volunteered for the bloodmobile. Verda often cleaned for
and generally helped elderly friends. She loved to sew, quilt, knit,
scrapbook, and work in her garden. Verda greatly enjoyed cook-
ing and baking for family and friends, and she made sure every-
one got something to eat when they came to visit. She especially
treasured time spent with her family.

Verda M. Larsen died on Monday, June 29, 2020, at Myrtue
Medical Center in Harlan, IA. She had reached the age of 92
years, 6 months, and 6 days.

Verda was preceded in death by her parents; her husband,
James Larsen; 11 siblings; and two grandchildren. She is sur-
vived by one daughter, Marie (Warren) Madsen of Newton, IA;
two sons, Philip (Genene) Larsen of Fontana, CA, and Scott
(Jeanine) Larsen of Harlan; one sister, Lile (Richard) Petersen of
Kirkman, IA; seven grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren; and
other relatives and friends.
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